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Rainbow Rock
Last weekend I took my girls to the Ice Age Festival in Martinsville at
the Virginia Museum of Natural History. It’s a fun museum, not large, and
the University of Lynchburg partners with them for archaeology digs in
Wyoming. We went with friends, and the other mom of the group bought
each girl a rock to remember the day. The rocks looked like ice, clear with
bubbles and fissures and polished smooth. (For the geologists among us I
think they are smoky quartz.) The rocks are “special rocks.” It turns out
each rock out has a rainbow in it. If you move the rock around and get it
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Real life is also those small joys of seeing a child run across the
Dell. Seeing a student understand a concept. Listening to students practice
for a concert and seeing our athletes excel. We balance out with weddings
and babies and grandbabies, and commencement is truly a great few days.
There are breakthroughs and personal victories. A former student worker
came by the office to share her new baby. Real life is taking time to notice
the beauty of the mountains and the crisp breeze. I’m even ready for a few
pristine snowflakes.
Some weeks my heart is heavy with all that goes on in our community. This has been one of those weeks, and so I have been rereading Henri
Nouwen, but I’ve also been thinking about the rainbows in the cracks of the
rock. Without the woundedness and the cracks, there are not the hidden
rainbows.
Gavin Reed Bower

Campus Worship
Opportunities
Quaker Meeting - 10:30
a.m. Sundays at the
Spiritual Life Center.
 Roman Catholic Mass weekly at 4:30 p.m.
Sundays in Snidow
Chapel.
 Weekly Vespers - 9 p.m.
Sundays in Snidow
Chapel. Vespers will
resume on February 16th.

Every time there are losses, there are choices to be made. You
choose to live your losses as passages to anger, blame, hatred,
depression and resentment, or you choose to let these losses be
passages to something new, something wider, and deeper.
~ Henri Nouwen
By Stephanie McLemore
Chaplain and Director of Church Relations



Dates to Remember
Date/Time/Location

Event

Description

Tuesday, February 18
7 p.m.
Hopwood Auditorium

Lecture by
Walker Bristol,
M.Div.
Tufts Humanist
Chaplain

Lecture Title—
”Humanism and Atheism
Today: New and Old Ways of
Making Meaning in a Changing
World”

Regularly Scheduled Meetings
For a list of our regularly scheduled meetings
during the academic year, go to the Spiritual Life webpage
and click on “Spiritual Organizations on Campus.”
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