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Sculpting the Awe-Inspiring
BY NATHAN

During my senior year of college I had some freedom in my
schedule to take a sculpting class in the art department. One of
our big assignments was to sculpt a self portrait out of clay.

At each of our stations, we had a collection of selfies (which
at the time was not a word in our vocabulary) and different size
mirrors so we could meticulously study our faces. Our professor
slowly introduced us to the angles, shadows, and highlights on
our faces. He encouraged us to see patterns, freckles, folds,
blemishes, curves, and much more.

It got to the point where I started looking at faces in a brand
new way. Once at lunch in the cafeteria, sitting next to my
friend James, I caught myself awkwardly staring at the angle of
his nose and how the sides of his nostrils folded into the rest of “Sculpting the Awe-Inspiring"
his face. by Chaplain Albert

I started to see things I had never noticed before. I began to PAGE 01
see every face as a unique and beautiful creation. Each face
became a wonder. What was once unnoticeable was now awe-

inspiring.

This reminds me of a phrase that one of my mentors shares Sympathies, Concerns,
often. She says that every person is a “once in eternity, and Congrats
irreplaceable, unrepeatable, revelation of God.” PAGE 02

As great as this phrase is, this isn’t an easy way to see,
though. Many of us forget this truth.

I can’t help but think of the countless ways we humans have
forgotten that every other human around us is a one of a kind, Upcoming Interfaith
irreplaceable, unrepeatable, glimpse of the Divine. As [ was Holidays and
reflecting earlier this week on the tragedy that struck our Dates to Remember
country in 2001, I was reminded how quickly after 9/11 we forgot PAGE 02
how our Muslim and Sikh neighbors, in particular, were one of
a kind beautiful creations. Sadly, it remains too easy to view
others with fear, judgment, or condemnation rather than as a
once in eternity, irreplaceable, unrepeatable, revelation of God.

At the same time, I can’t help but think how often we don’t
view ourselves in the same way. When we look in the mirror or
see our selfies, is the first thought we have about being an
irreplaceable beautiful glimpse of God? At times, we all struggle
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Sculpting the Awe-Inspiring (cont’d)

to see our own value, worth, and sacredness. We forget that, in the
words of Zen Master Thich Nhat Hanh, we are a “wonder of the
cosmos.”

And so today, may you begin to see the unnoticeable as awe-
inspiring. May you discover that all around you are glimpses of the
Sacred. And, may you have the courage to know without a shadow
of a doubt that you and every person around you is a one of a kind,
once in eternity, irreplaceable, unrepeatable, revelation of the
Divine and a wonder of the entire cosmos.

Living on a ?myer

What: Write down your prayer

requests (can be anonymous)
When: Wednesdays from 11 a.m. -

1 p.m.
Where: Dining Hall
Why: Catholic Community prays over requests
Wednesdays and at Sunday Mass. Requests may also be
emailed to Kayla (serratore_KR@lynchburg.edu).
Confidentiality is always respected.

The .
Pers uasnveness
of Perfunctory

Religion

Lecture by:
Rev. Dr. Pamela l.lghtssﬁ!

September 15
Rosh Hashanah

(Judaism)

September 18-19
Gonesh Chaturthi

(Hinduism)

Weekly on Sundays in Snidow Chapel:
e 11 a.m. Worship with Church of the
Covenant

¢ 4:30 p.m. Roman Catholic Mass

Friday, September 15 - Noon
CANDY DISTRIBUTION by the
Jewish Community
Schewel Hall

Wednesday, September 20 - 3-5 p.m.
DOGGIES IN THE DELL

Monday, September 25
e 11:30 a.m. Lunch Panel - East Room
e 7 p.m. SNIDOW LECTURE - Chapel

(See box at left for speaker & title)
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