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Last fall, my two sons and I planted an eastern redbud and a
dogwood tree in my backyard. We had a great time digging the
holes together. Both of my boys helped out; each with their own
small hand shovel. These small trees looked great in their new
location, that is until all their leaves fell off much earlier than any
other tree in our neighborhood.
      Searching Google, I found out that could mean that they were
diseased, they were sick, they needed to be replanted, or they were
perfectly fine just getting used to their new environment. It
wouldn’t be until spring when I would know for sure. Since then,
we have been eagerly waiting these last few weeks to see if any
buds would grow on either tree.
      Lo and behold, the dogwood has almost microscopic leaves
starting to grow. The eastern redbud has small pink blossoms,
which will at some point turn into leaves. I think I can safely say
that despite my lack of gardening skills, these little trees survived
the winter and will have a fruitful spring. 
      As I have thought about this, all winter long, something was
taking place below the surface. They were developing the strength
to make it through winter, blossom in spring, and thrive all
summer long. 
      There is always something going on below the surface, even in
you and me. 
      It might be grief, anxiety, shame, or fear. It could be joy, hope,
dreams, and excitement. We are ever-changing and evolving,
growing and maturing, dying and becoming made new. And
through it all, life always finds a way. 
      As spring (finally) blooms around us, take some time to relish
the beauty around you. Try to truly see something you may not
have ever noticed. Notice the blossoming of new leaves and flowers
bursting forth with color. Be reminded that what is going on below
the surface, deep within your soul even, is bringing a life in which
you will truly flourish.
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The Chaplain's Corner is a newsletter published by the Spiritual Life Center
(SLC) at the University of Lynchburg. We share campus concerns and

updates, spiritual life events and activities, and words for the journey. If
you have a joy or concern you'd like to share, reply to this message, email
the SLC office - spirituallife@lynchburg.edu, or call 434.544.8348. We
only share with your permission. Current and previous issues are on the

SLC page of the University website - go to Link in signature 
(www.lynchburg.edu/spiritual-life) and click on "Newsletter."
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Sundays at 4:30 p.m.

Weekly ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS

Snidow Chapel

Dates to
Remember

Sympathies, Concerns, and Congrats
Chris Nusbaum '21 and his family on the loss of their
family's RV and possessions. Chris may be reached at
cnusbaumnfb@gmail.com.  

Savannah Cook (Graduate Studies) on the death of her
father-in-law.
Abby Skinner (Library), whose son, Alexander "Alex"
Hatton Skinner, died.

Our concerns are extended to:

Our sympathies are extended to:

 
For more information about the Spiritual Life Center,
including info on student spiritual life groups, go to
our webpage - link in the email signature. You can

also visit our Linkt.ree (link is in email).
 
 

UPCOMING LECTURES by 

the Rev. Kaye Edwards '70 

Sunday, March 27 - 4 p.m.

Turner-Warren Lecture on

Christian Life and Work

First Christian Church

3109 Rivermont Avenue

Monday, March 28 - 7:30 p.m.

Jennie Cutler Shumate Lecture on

Christian Ministry

Snidow Chapel

 

Titles of lectures in image at Left

 Monday, April 4

CAKE CHAT

Topic: Afterlife

7:00 p.m. - Schewel 231


