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Bouquets of Humanity
BY STEVE
Like so many people yesterday, I waited restlessly to
hear the verdict. What would the outcome be? I had no
certain expectation as to how the jury would decide. So
many times before, police officers were acquitted of
murder despite what seemed to be overwhelming
evidence of guilt. Would George Floyd’s murder
become one more instance of justice deferred? This
question seemed all the more glaring because Floyd’s
murder was captured in real time on May 25 by
Darnella Frazier, one of the witnesses. Frazier and
others were part of what Keith Ellison, the Attorney
General for the state of Minnesota, called the “bouquet
of humanity”—ordinary people who saw wrong being
committed, stopped what they were doing, raised their
voice, and recorded for all the world to see what they
were witnessing. Confucius in the Analects tells us, “To
see what is right, but to fail to do it, is to be lacking in
courage.” Darnella Frazier and the assembled bouquet
of humanity on that day did not lack courage. They
witnessed a grave wrong and provided testimony to the
entire world. And the world saw George Floyd as he lay
dying, a White man’s knee, an officer of the law,
pinning his neck, the neck of a Black man, to the
ground. In nine minutes and 29 seconds the entire
world watched his passage from life to death.
No doubt many people felt a sense of restlessness
and unease waiting for the verdict. And then I saw the
headline: “Chauvin found guilty on all counts of
murder and manslaughter in the death of George
Floyd.” I read and then reread the headline. Guilty on
all counts. Relief followed, an elated loosening of
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Sympathies, Concerns, and
Congrats
Our sympathies are extended to:
Dr. Nikki Sanders (History) whose friend,
Olivia, and uncle, Kevin Sanders, died.
Walter Scott, Jr. (first year, Hopewell, VA)
on the death of his grandfather.
Our concerns are extended to:
Amy Enneking (Westover Honors College)
who is at home, recovering from eye
surgery.
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Bouquets of Humanity (cont'd)
tensions and concerns. Guilty on all counts. I watched the
news footage of crowds outside the courthouse
rejoicing, and similar crowds that had gathered across
America. Guilty on all counts. There existed a common
feeling—relief, elation, even victory—that passed like
lightning between people separated by geography and
distance, but united in happiness. An electric circuit of
joy. Shortly after the verdict was read, Ellison spoke to
the press. He distinguished between accountability and
justice—surely the verdict assigns accountability and
responsibility, and thus is restorative. In that sense,
justice has been served. What cannot be restored,
however, is the life of George Floyd. Guilty on all counts
is not the happily-ever-after ending to this story. The
great task of justice, as Ellison so eloquently put it, is
the ongoing work of the American people. In the words
of former President Barack Obama, “While today’s
verdict may have been a necessary step on the road to
progress, it was far from a sufficient one. We cannot
rest. We will need to follow through with the concrete
reforms that will reduce and ultimately eliminate racial
bias in our criminal justice system.” A more perfect
union can be achieved only by marshalling our common
humanity. We stand united in difference, much as a
bouquet is an image of union in difference.
Say his name: George Floyd. Say his name.
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For a list of regularly scheduled fellowship
group meetings, go to the Spiritual Life webpage and click on
“Spiritual Organizations on Campus."
H elpful Links on LinkTree at SpiritualLifeCenter
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Dates to
Remember
V e s p e rs
9 p . m . S un d a y s
May 2
(See streaming info below)
F r id a y , A p ril 2 3 - 3 p . m .

De c o n s t r u c t i n g
Faith Panel
A c o n v e rs a t ion w it h s t ud e n t s
a b o u t h ow t h e ir f a it h h a s
c h a n g e d , e v olv e d , a n d
d e c o n s t ruc t e d d urin g c olle g e .
H o w i t h a s b r oug h t e a c h t o a
m o r e e x p a n s i v e un d e rs t a n d i n g of s p irit ua lit y a n d
religion.
( S e e s t re a m in g in f o b e low )

Did You Know?
April 22 is Earth Day.
This year's theme is
Restore Our Earth.

SPIRITUAL LIFE SERVICES
are live-streamed via
YouTube, Facebook and
Twitter
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