Kizzy Ann Stamps
By Jeri Watts 

[Candlewick Press, 2012]
Book Synopsis: Following the instructions of her former teacher, twelve-year-old Kizzy Ann Stamps writes an introductory letter to her future teacher, Miss Anderson. What begins as a friendly correspondence develops into a deep and reflective journal. Through these journal entries we learn what life is like for Kizzy Ann, an African-American living in rural Virginia in 1963. The history of her family’s farm, the resentment of a white neighbor, the event that caused the long scar that runs down her face and being anxious to attend an integrated school are all topics coved by scrappy and smart Kizzy Ann. Through the course of a very eventful year she and her devoted border collie Shag learn a great deal as prejudice, poverty, and ignorance give way to acceptance and understanding. 
The reader, only privy to Kizzy’s reflections and responses, finally gets to read a letter from Miss Anderson. It’s the last letter of the summer which is dated exactly one year after Kizzy’s first letter to her. 

Economic Round Table
Introduction: Kizzy Ann and her family are hardworking people. They own the land they farm, but it is still necessary for Mrs. Stamps to work as a maid to make money to help bring in money.  Making an informed economic decision is an important part of their life. Note: Successful completion of this lesson is not dependent on having read the book. 
Time Required: 20-30 minutes.
Suggested Grade Level: 3-6
Materials: 
· Prepared Economic Round Table cards. (Ideally copied on card stock and laminated.)

· Copy of Economic Round Table Answer Grid for teacher use.

· Optional:  Multiple copies of the book Kizzy Ann Stamps for interested students to read.

Objectives: 

· The student will participate in a prepared question and answer activity focusing on economic concepts in the book, 
· The students will review the economic concepts:  barter, opportunity cost, choice, services, money, earned income, entrepreneurship, incentive, interest, investment, productive resources, and profit.
Economic Concepts:
· Benefit- the extra satisfaction received as the result of a decision

· Barter- the exchange of goods and services without the use of money

· Capital Resources-  manmade resources such as tools, buildings, and vehicles used in production
· Services - physically intangible things
· Cost - the detriment that can occur when a decision is made
· Incentive – the action or reward that determines a choice

· Human Resources – the quality and quantity of human effort directed toward producing goods and services

· Goods – Material things that provide for wants.  Examples include shoes, cookies, and books 

· Money – any generally accepted medium of exchange
· Opportunity Cost - the real cost of a choice.   It is the next best alternative that is given up—the lost opportunity
· Specialization – dividing the work required to produce a product into a number of different tasks carried out by different workers
Procedure:

1. Prepare Economic Round Table cards ahead of class.  Each card should have a question and an answer.   Cards are created using the connecting strips. The answer for the question should not be on the same card. For example the first card should have the question: “Kizzy Ann’s father is a farmer and her mother is a housemaid. What kind of productive resource do they represent?” on one side and the answer to another card’s question, “Kizzy Ann’s incentive, the action that determined the choice he made, was the desire to prove that Shag was an exceptional dog.” on the other side.   Note: It is helpful if the question and answer side of the cards are different colors.

2. Say to the students “Today we will be doing an activity based on some of the economic concepts found in the book, Kizzy Ann Stamps by Jeri Watts. You do not have to read the book to participate in this activity, but you do need to be a good listener because this lesson focuses on the economic concepts that take place in the story.”

3. Pass out the prepared cards to the students.

4. Instruct the student with the card labeled 1st Question Asked to read this card to the class.  (Keep a copy of the answer grid at hand to help with the progression of the game.)  The student reads, “Kizzy Ann’s father is a farmer and her mother is a housemaid. What kind of productive resource do they represent?”  The student with “Mr. and Mrs. Stamps are human resources. They are examples of human effort directed toward producing goods and services.” replies to the class. Then that student asks the question written on the other side of the card.  This continues until the student who asked the first question answers the last one.

5. Conclude the lesson by asking the students if they can think of some of the jobs represented on the roundtable cards.
Possible answers include: farmer, housemaid, teacher, coach, librarian, gardener, jam maker, veterinarian, dog trainer, and lace maker
Economic Round Table


   
Front of Card                                                                        Back of Card



	1st Question asked: Kizzy Ann’s father is a farmer and her mother is a housemaid. What kind of productive resource do they represent?
	Answer: Kizzy Ann’s incentive, the action that determined the choice she made, was the desire to prove that Shag was an exceptional dog.  

	Question: When Kizzy Ann was injured in a farm accident, her faithful dog would not leave her side. What was Shag’s opportunity cost for spending day and night with Kizzy Ann in her bedroom?
	Answer:  Mr. and Mrs. Stamps are human resources. They are examples of human effort directed toward producing goods and services.


	Question: Kizzy Ann had a long scar on her face that she wanted to cover up with makeup.  However, she did not have any money to purchase makeup.  What is money?
	Answer:  Shag’s opportunity cost, the next best alternative that is given up, was sleeping in the barn like she loved to do.


	Question:  Dr. Fleck, the veterinarian, would not take money for treating Shag’s snake bite.  Instead he asked for some fresh Silver Queen corn. What is this kind of exchange called?
	Answer: Money is anything generally accepted as a medium of exchange.  


	Question: James Stamps, Kizzy Ann’s older brother, is the quarterback for the high school’s football team.  He is an expert in this sport.  Athletes are examples of what economic term?
	Answer:  The exchange of goods and services without the use of money is called bartering or trading. 


	Question:  The poet, Miss Anne Spencer, created a lending library in her home.  What was she providing for the African-Americans who were not permitted to use the public library? 
	Answer: An athletes’ skill is an example of specialization which is the production of a narrow range of goods and services that other people consume.

	Question:  Granny Bits helped Kizzy Ann make Christmas presents.  She needed scissors, tatting shuttles, needles, and rulers to make the chair cover for Miss Anderson. What kind of productive resources are these? 
	Answer:  Miss Anne Spencer was providing a much needed service to the citizens who wanted to read books and use reference materials to do research. 

	Question: What are some of the goods, material things that provide for wants, Granny Bits sold at Bedford City’s Saturday Market? 
	Answer:  Scissors, tatting shuttles, needles, and rulers are capital resources; tools used in the production of other goods.

	Question: Why does Kizzy Ann decide not to use the makeup to hide her scare? 
	Answer: Goods such garden vegetables and homemade jams where offered for sale by Granny Bits. 

	Question: What was Kizzy Ann’s incentive for wanting Shag to compete in the Herding Dog Trial?
	Answer: Kizzy Ann feels that cost of the time and effort would take to apply the makeup were too great for the benefit of hiding her scar.


Economic Round Table-Answer Grid

	1st Question asked: Kizzy Ann’s father is a farmer and her mother is a housemaid. What kind of productive resource do they represent?
	Answer:  Mr. and Mrs. Stamps are human resources. They are examples of human effort directed toward producing goods and services.

	Question: When Kizzy Ann was injured in a farm accident, her faithful dog would not leave her side. What was Shag’s opportunity cost for spending day and night with Kizzy Ann in her bedroom?
	Answer:  Shag’s opportunity cost, the next best alternative that is given up, was sleeping in the barn like she loved to do.

	Question: Kizzy Ann had a long scar on her face that she wanted to cover up with makeup.  However, she did not have any money to purchase makeup.  What is money?
	Answer: Money is anything generally accepted as a medium of exchange.  

	Question:  Dr. Fleck, the veterinarian, would not take money for treating Shag’s snake bite.  Instead he asked for some fresh Silver Queen corn. What is this kind of exchange called?
	Answer:  The exchange of goods and services without the use of money is called bartering or trading. 



	Question: James Stamps, Kizzy Ann’s older brother, is the quarterback for the high school’s football team.  He is an expert in this sport.  Athletes are examples of what economic term?
	Answer: An athletes’ skill is an example of specialization which is the production of a narrow range of goods and services that other people consume.

	Question:  The poet, Miss Anne Spencer, created a lending library in her home.  What was she providing for the African-Americans who were not permitted to use the public library? 
	Answer:  Miss Anne Spencer was providing a much needed service to the citizens who wanted to read books and use reference materials to do research.

	Question:  Granny Bits helped Kizzy Ann make Christmas presents.  She needed scissors, tatting shuttles, needles, and rulers to make the chair cover for Miss Anderson. What kind of productive resources are these? 
	Answer:  Scissors, tatting shuttles, needles, and rulers are capital resources; tools used in the production of other goods. 

	Question: What are some of the goods, material things that provide for wants, Granny Bits sold at Bedford City’s Saturday Market? 
	Answer: Goods such garden vegetables and homemade jams where offered for sale by Granny Bits. 

	Question: Why does Kizzy Ann decide not to use the makeup to hide her scare? 
	Answer: Kizzy Ann feels that cost of the time and effort would take to apply the makeup were too great for the benefit of hiding her scar.

	Question: What was Kizzy Ann’s incentive for wanting Shag to compete in the Herding Dog Trial?
	Answer: Kizzy Ann’s incentive, the action that determined the choice she made, was the desire to prove that Shag was an exceptional dog.  
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