Using Literary Heroines to Teach Economics

Literary Heroines
Jeopardy Activity 

Introduction: This activity serves a double duty as both an introduction and review. While having read the featured books is not required, having basic knowledge concerning their content, characters, and historic context is necessary to successfully structure the questions for the given answers. 
Time Required: One Class Period (40 -45 minutes)

Suggested Grade Level: 8-12
Materials: 

· Teacher constructed game board and cards for Literary Heroines jeopardy game 
· Water-soluble pen

· Copies of Jeopardy Score Sheets 

· Pencils

· Optional: Document Camera
· NOTE: This document is also available as an interactive PowerPoint
NATIONAL STANDARDS

Standard 1:  Scarcity – The student will understand that productive resources are limited.  Therefore, people cannot have all the goods and services they want; as a result, they must choose some things and give up others.  
Standard 2:  Decision Making – Effective decision making requires comparing the additional costs of alternatives with the additional benefits.  Many choices involve doing a little more or a little less of something:  few choices are “all or nothing” decisions.  
Virginia Standards of Learning – Social Studies
	3.7
	The student will explain how producers ……use natural resources, human resources, and capital resources in the production of goods and services.

	3.9
	The student will identify examples of making an economic choice and will explain the idea of opportunity cost (what is given up when making a choice).

	CE.11a
	The student will demonstrate knowledge of how economic decisions are made in the marketplace by applying the concepts of scarcity, resources, choice, opportunity cost, price, incentives, supply and demand, production and consumption.


ECONOMIC CONCEPTS:

· Choice – selecting something over another thing

· Capital Resources – things used in the production of other goods. Examples include buildings, equipment, vehicles, and tools

· Human Resources – the quality and quantity of human effort directed toward producing goods and services

· Natural resources - materials that come directly from nature (water, soil, wood, coal)

· Scarcity – the condition of limited resources.  Because resources are limited, people must make choices

· Specialization – the act of doing one part of a task and counting on others to do the other necessary work.  Both individuals and firms specialize.

Objectives: 

· The student will participate in an interactive teacher-directed game that reviews the plot, characters, and settings of the classic books Pride and Prejudice, Jane Eyre, and Gone with the Wind. 
· The student will review historical concepts dealing with women’s rights and financial restrictions during the Regency Era, Victorian Era, Civil War Reconstruction Period, and Early 20th Century. 
· The student will review the economic concepts that relate to the challenges faced by the “literary heroines.”

Procedure:

1. Create a method for using the game cards before conducting the activity.  This can be accomplished several ways.  Use the accompanying interactive PowerPoint Presentation (see guided instructions for PowerPoint Presentation in Appendix One).  Or, a visual may be made of the Jeopardy Game Board.  Sticky notes can be used to cover the squares until the students select them.  Or, a game board can be created using 25 library book pockets.  Index cards can be used for each question and answer. 
2. Introduce the lesson by telling the students that this activity is based on three well-known novels and a popular PBS television series; Pride and Prejudice, Jane Eyre, Gone with the Wind and Downton Abbey. Assure them that reading the books is not a necessary prerequisite for successful participation in the activity. However, those who have may display an advantage. 
3. Read the following directions to the class:  We are now going to divide the class into three groups and play Literary Heroines Jeopardy.  Each group will need a scorekeeper, and a spokesperson.  The spokesperson is responsible for conferring with the team members concerning the choice of game card and state the QUESTION for the answer on the card.  The questions will be information based on the classic novels Pride and Prejudice, Jane Eyre, and Gone with the Wind and the PBS program Downton Abbey. For example:  The question for an answer such as “Who is Rhett Butler” is “The name of Scarlett O’Hara’s first husband?”   If a team gives an incorrect response, the next team gets the  opportunity to ask the correct  and earn the points on the card.  No points will be deducted for incorrect answers.   There will be a scorekeeper on each team.  Scorekeepers will keep a tally of the points earned for all three teams.   Scores will be compared at the end to the match.  The team with the highest points wins.

4. Organize the students into groups.  Allow each group to choose the spokesperson and scorekeeper.

5. The team with the oldest member may be team A.  The team with the youngest member team B and the remaining team, C.

6. Start with Team A.  Read the answer on the card that is picked. (If not answered correctly, another team may volunteer the answer, with the possibility of receiving the points on the card.  However, Team B will be the next one to choose from the game board.  Thus giving all teams equal opportunity to score.)

7. Continue play until time runs out or all game cards have been used.

EVALUATION:

Allow the three scorekeepers to compare their records.  (By having three students keeping score, a system of “checks and balances” is created.) If their scores are not consistent, encourage them to come to some sort of consensuses.  Using the final results from the scorekeepers, declare a class champion.  The highest scoring team wins “bragging rights”.

Literary Heroines Jeopardy

Game Board

	Name the Author
	Character
(name that person)
	Setting 
(name that place)
	Plot 
(name that title) 
	Economics Concepts
[with hint]

	10

The author of Pride and Prejudice
	10

Her prospects of finding a husband were put in peril by the indiscretions of her youngest sister. 
	10
A Southern Plantation
owned by Gerald O’Hara. 
	10
Strong-willed young woman fights to save family home. 


	10

An example would be the lack of eligible gentlemen at the local ball during which Mr. Darcy refused to dance. [Hint- S] 



	20

The author of Jane Eyre
	20

When she discovers that an uncle has left his entire fortune to her, she returns to the man she loves on her own terms. 
	20
This entailed estate cannot be inherited by Lord Grantham’s daughters, but must go to a male relative. 

	20

Strong-willed young woman learns to overcome biases. 
	20

An example would be Miss Jane Eyre who received the education and training needed to be a governess. [Hint- HR]



	30
The author of Gone with the Wind

	30
She is known for saying, “As God is my witness, I’ll never be hungry again.”
	30

The name of Mr. Darcy’s renowned family estate.
	30
Strong-willed young woman works to save the family’s entailed estate by making a “correct” marriage.  

	30

 An example would be the cotton grown at Tara, the plantation in Gone with the Wind. 
(Hint-NR) 



	40
The executive producer &
writer of Downton Abbey 

	40
A genuinely kind and gracious Southern woman married to her cousin who happens to be loved by Scarlett O’Hara. 

	40

This estate, owned by Edward Rochester, is burned to ruins by his wife.
	40

Strong-willed young woman refuses offer of love and financial security to remain virtuous. 
	40

An example of this would be the different tasks performed by the cooks, maids, and gardeners at Downton Abbey. [Hint-S] 



	50

This sister of the author of Pride and Prejudice wrote Wuthering Heights.
	50

This oldest daughter of the Earl of Grantham is unable to inherit the family estate.
	50

This is the austere school for orphaned girls attended by Jane Eyre. 
	50

Strong-willed young woman accepts offer of marriage to shallow clergyman for financial security. 
	50

An example of this would be spinsterhood, the alternative left to Charlotte Lucas had she not agreed to marry Mr. Collins. [Hint-OC]




Literary Heroines Jeopardy
Responses

	Name the Author
	Character
(name that person)
	Setting 

(name that place)
	Plot 

(name that title)
	Economic Concepts 
[with hint]

	10
Who is…
Jane Austin?
	10
Who is…

Elizabeth Bennet

(or sisters Jane, Kitty, and Mary)?
 
	10
What is…

Tara?

	10
What is…

Gone with the Wind?

	10
What is…

Scarcity?



	,20

Who is…
Charlotte Bronte? 
	20

Who is…

Jane Eyre?
	20
What is…

Downton Abbey?


	20

What is…

Pride and Prejudice? 
	20

What is…

a Human Resource?

	30

Who is…
Margaret Mitchell?
	30

Who is…

Scarlett O’Hara 
	30

What is…

Pemberley? 


	30

 What is…

Downton Abbey? 
	30

What is…

a Natural Resource? 



	40

Who is…

Julian Fellowes?

	40

Who is…

Melanie (Hamilton) Wilkes
	40

What is…

Thornfield Hall? 


	40

What is…

Jane Eyre?
	40

What is…

Specialization? (or services)


	50
Who is…
Emily Bronte?
	50

Who is…

Lady Mary Crawley
	50

What is…
Lowood Hall?
	50

What is…

Pride and Prejudice?
	50

What is…

Opportunity Cost?




Team Score Sheet 


	Team A
	Team B
	Team C
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	Grand
Subtotal     _________
	Grand
Subtotal     _________
	Grand
Subtotal     _________


Appendix One
Guided Instructions for 
Literary Heroines Jeopardy PowerPoint Presentation
1. Slide One contains the game board.


2. Teams will select category and point value.  Then, click appropriate box.


3. Read the Clue (answer). Wait for student response in the form of a “question”.


4. To reveal the correct answer, move the mouse to right arrow at bottom right of screen.  When the mouse pointer changes to a hand, then click to reveal answer. (Note:  if you click on this slide when the mouse is an arrow, you will be taken to the wrong slide)


5. To return to the game board, click the left arrow at the bottom left of the screen. (again when the mouse appears as a hand).    (Note:  if you click on this slide when the mouse is an arrow, you will be taken to the wrong slide)
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