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NRSG 696 NURSE EDUCATOR PRACTICUM II-ACADEMIC (6)
Prerequisites: NRSG 601, 603, 604, 605, 610, 612, 613, 615, 618. Focus is on the integration of
nursing education concepts as they apply to practice as an educator in an academic set-
ting. The student will engage in didactic, skills lab, and clinical activities to operationalize
the theoretical knowledge of nursing education.

ReapiNG COURSES

RDNG 625 SURVEY OF EFFECTIVE READING METHODS (3)
Focuses on the foundations of reading and reading development. Topics include children’s
basic language development as a precursor to reading and as a medium for instruction,
methods for assessing and instructing the emergent reader, the beginning reader, and the
instructional reader, as well as reading disability.

RDNG 640 STRATEGIES FOR TEACHING PHONICS, SPELLING,
AND VOCABULARY (3) Prerequisite or corequisite: RONG 625 or permission of the instructor.
Examination of theoretical and practical issues surrounding access to print. Advances basic
knowledge of reading process, models multi-sensory approach to teaching reading, and
develops understanding of phonics, spelling, and vocabulary acquisition.

RDNG 643 TEACHING WRITING (3) This course focuses on meth-
ods and pedagogy of teaching poetry, story-writing, and expository writing to children,
adolescents, and young adults. Students experience these types of writing and plan units
that include character development, point of view, and other strands of writing.

RDNG 644 ADOLESCENT LITERATURE (3) An advanced course that
includes intensive study of selected traditional and contemporary books that appeal to the
adolescent reader and/or are about the adolescent. To encourage interdisciplinary uses, a
wide variety of texts will be employed. Different approaches to literature genres, modes, and
characteristics contained within the literature will be explored.

RDNG 669 SPECIAL TOPICS IN READING (3) Offered to allow for
subjects that are topical and within the special expertise of the instructor; requires approval
of the dean of the School of Education and Human Development. Students may receive
credit for up to two special topics courses.

RDNG 672 READING AND STUDY SKILLS IN THE CONTENT

AREA (3) Methods, materials, and organizational patterns for reading and writing as a means
to access text in content area texts and coursework. Reading strategies and study skills are
improved to maximize learning for all students through effective use of course materials.

RDNG 675 CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN LANGUAGE ARTS

INSTRUCTION (3) Examination of issues and theoretical perspectives in the teaching of
language arts in the elementary classroom. The course emphasizes instructional strategies,
activities, materials, and techniques to stimulate the acquisition of oral, aural, and written

language skills.
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RDNG 680 THE ORGANIZATION AND SUPERVISION OF READING
PROGRAMS (3) Prerequisite: RDNG 625, RDNG 640, RDNG 690. Exploration of the
organization and supervision of effective reading programs in classrooms, schools, and school
districts. Participants design a reading program.

RDNG 690 ASSESSMENT, DIAGNOSIS, AND REMEDIATION OF
READING PROBLEMS (3) Prerequisite: RDNG 625 and RDNG 640 or permission of the
instructor. Introduction to basic and advanced assessment procedures used to diagnose read-
ing difficulties of elementary and secondary students and adults. This course acquaints stu-
dents with a variety of techniques to support and instruct remedial readers. These
techniques address decoding, comprehension, writing, and word study across the devel-
opmental stage. It includes introduction of intervention techniques for accelerating the
reading ability of struggling readers.

RDNG 691 ASSESSMENT AND DIAGNOSIS PRACTICUM (3)
Prerequisite: RDNG 690; Corequisite: RDNG 692. Participants provide one-on-one or small
group instruction for children in the clinical setting and administer initial and on-going
assessments, diagnosing reading issues in students who struggle with reading, so as to make
sound instructional decisions during the intervention. Students communicate with
parents/guardians (e.g., confirmation of case history in the beginning, parent conferences
at the end). All instruction is supervised and includes individualized conferences.

RDNG 695 ACTION RESEARCH IN LITERACY EDUCATION (3)
Prerequisites: RDNG 625, RDNG 640, RDNG 672, RDNG 675 or RDNG 644, and EDHD
609. Students will conduct original research in literacy, based on efforts to improve the
quality of literacy performance in the classroom and/or the school. Students will write a
proposal, collect and analyze data, and write a final report suitable for publication and
presentation.

RDNG 692 CORRECTIVE AND REMEDIAL PRACTICUM (3)
Prerequisite: RDNG 690; Corequisite: RDNG 691. Application of differentiated instruction
in a clinical setting to remediate and correct reading problems in disabled readers. Empha-
sis is on learning and developing appropriate and practical techniques that will meet the
needs of specific individuals with specific reading problems.

SciENCE COURSES

SCIE 610 ASTRONOMY (3) Addresses topics in modern astronomy
from the solar system to the wider universe and to ultimate cosmological questions. The
emphasis is on easily observed celestial phenomena and understanding their significance,
current discoveries coming from interplanetary missions and what they tell us about our own
planet, and the latest discoveries and speculations in astrophysics and cosmology. Relevant
course content will be adapted by students into lessons and activities suitable for public
schools and other educational settings.
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SCIE 670 INDEPENDENT STUDY IN SCIENCE (3) Provides for the
pursuit of individual interest and projects not covered in existing courses and may be repeated
if subjects of study vary; requires approval of the dean of the School of Sciences.

SCIE 680 SPECIAL TOPICS IN SCIENCE (3) Offered to allow for
subjects that are topical and within the special expertise of the instructor; requires approval
of the dean of the School of Sciences.

SpeciaL EpucarioNn COURSES

SPED 600 SURVEY OF SPECIAL EDUCATION (3) Provides an
overview of the special education field. Particular attention is given to federal and state rules
and regulations that govern implementation of special services, basic knowledge relating to
disability characteristics and causes, and current trends in special education (e.g., the issue
of inclusion and accommodation of special learners in general education settings). Note:
This course (or its equivalent) is prerequisite to all other courses in special education.

SPED 601 DESIGNING EDUCATIONAL INTERVENTIONS FOR
STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES ACCESSING THE GENERAL CURRICULUM (3) Pro-
motes knowledge and skills related to the design and implementation of effective, educa-
tional interventions for students with disabilities who access the general curriculum. Particular
attention is given to creating environments that are responsive to the multi-dimensional
needs of this population. Students acquire skills/strategies in the areas of IEP development,
data-based instruction, and universal design for learning (alternative ways to teach and assess,
and provide general curriculum adaptations and modifications).

SPED 605 CHARACTERISTICS OF INDIVIDUALS WITH INTEL-
LECTUAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES (3) Focuses on the nature and needs
of children, adolescents, and adults with developmental and intellectual disabilities. Specific
attention is given to definitional and identification issues, causes and characteristics, and
programmatic needs of individuals across the life span. This course meets state endorse-
ment requirements for special education—general curriculum and special education—adapted
curriculum.

SPED 606 CHARACTERISTICS OF YOUTH WITH LEARNING
DISABILITIES AND EMOTIONAL/BEHAVIORAL DISORDERS (3) Overview of the fields
of learning disabilities and emotional/behavioral disorders. The course examines charac-
teristics, theories of etiology, treatment programs, definitions, and legal issues.

SPED 616 PSYCHOEDUCATIONAL ASSESSMENT (3) Prepares stu-
dents to plan, deliver, and report on both formal and informal assessment procedures. Stu-
dents gain skills specific to norm-referenced, standardized assessment practices that assist
in eligibility determinations. Students also gain skills specific to the development and use

of curriculum-based, informal assessment procedures that lead to improved instructional
and learning outcomes.
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SPED 620 LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT/INSTRUCTION AND
ASSISTIVE TECHNOLOGY (3) This course examines communication problems relevant
to individuals with disabilities. Particular attention is given to language development and
acquisition, assessment procedures, and language arts instruction including reading and
written expression. The course also includes a review of compensatory approaches to aca-
demics and basic communication with an emphasis on the use of assistive devices, both basic
and electronic.

SPED 625 POSITIVE BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTIONS (3) Analysis
and application of behavior modification techniques in home and school include basic
principles of learning and applied behavior analysis. The course includes the development
of functional behavioral assessments and positive behavioral intervention.

SPED 635 SOCIAL, FUNCTIONAL, AND TRANSITION PROGRAM-
MING (3) Provides for the programming of social and leisure skills, affective development,
functional academics, and community transition. The course focuses on lifelong skills and
adjustment in and beyond the school setting.

SPED 644 ACADEMIC INSTRUCTION FOR STUDENTS WITH
DISABILITIES (3) Examines methodology and curriculum for children and youth with
learning disabilities, emotional and behavioral disorders, and intellectual disabilities who
are served primarily in general curriculum-based programs. Attention is given to a variety
of general instructional approaches as well as specific teaching and student-centered strate-
gies within key academic curricular domains, including reading, written language, math-
ematics, study skills, science, and social studies.

SPED 651 DESIGNING COMPREHENSIVE, FAMILY-CENTERED
PROGRAMS FOR INFANTS AND PRESCHOOL CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES (3)
Develops knowledge and skills related to the design and management of comprehensive,
family-centered early intervention (EI) and early childhood special education (ECSE) pro-
grams. Specific attention is given to a) regulations that govern EI and ECSE programs; b) the
design of family-centered Individualized Family Service Plans (IFSPs); and ¢) the design,
management, and evaluation of environments that are child-centered, developmentally
appropriate, and naturalistic.

SPED 653 DEVELOPMENTALLY APPROPRIATE CURRICULUM AND
INTERVENTIONS FOR INFANTS AND PRESCHOOL CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES (3)
Develops knowledge and skills related to the design and management of developmentally
appropriate early intervention (EI) and early childhood special education (ECSE) curriculum
and intervention. Specific attention is given to: a) key features of EI and ECSE curriculum
across all developmental domains; b) commonly used and research validated EI and ECSE
curriculum models; and ¢) innovative and effective intervention strategies that can be used
in a variety of EI and ECSE settings.
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SPED 660 ASSESSMENT OF YOUNG CHILDREN WITH DEVELOP-
MENTAL DELAYS (3) Examines approaches to the assessment of young children (ages
newborn-s) with disabilities. Attention is given to the use and interpretation of appropriate
instruments and specific diagnostic tools in language, social, motor, and self-help domains.
Additional focus is given to the multidisciplinary aspects of assessment.

SPED 662 MEDICAL AND THERAPEUTIC INTERVENTIONS FOR
CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES (3) Examines appropriate medical, health, and therapy
interventions for individuals with disabilities with attention to self-care skills, mealtimes,
physical and occupational therapy, medical and health management, and sensory systems.

SPED 665 DAILY LIVING SKILLS FOR STUDENTS WITH SIGNIFI-
CANT DISABILITIES (3) Prerequisites: SPED 600, SPED 601, SPED 6os. This course provides
knowledge about daily living skills needed by students with disabilities in an adaptive curricu-
lum. It will address the medical, sensory, and physical needs of this population. The course
will include curricular resources, assessment, materials, and techniques.

SPED 666 DESIGNING AND IMPLEMENTING CURRICULUM FOR
STUDENTS WITH SIGNIFICANT DISABILITIES (3) Prerequisites: SPED 600, SPED 601,
SPED 6vs. This course provides knowledge about the varied curricular needs of students
with significant disabilities. Also, included are designing and implementing curriculum
through the use of technology, alternative assessment, IEP development, lesson planning,
individualized materials and strategies.

SPED 669 SPECIAL TOPICS IN SPECIAL EDUCATION (1, 2, 3)
Prerequisites: SPED 600 or consent of instructor. Intensive study of a problem or topic in spe-
cial education. Topic varies according to the professor and term offered.

SPED 670 INTRODUCTION TO AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS
(3) Prerequisite: SPED 600 or consent of instructor. Overview of the nature of autism and
related developmental disabilities, research on current trends in characteristics, assessment
strategies, and approaches to intervention with an emphasis on school settings.

SPED 671 INSTRUCTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL ASSESSMENT
AND PROGRAMMING FOR STUDENTS WITH ASD (3) Prerequisite: SPED 670. Covers
basic methods of assessment, data collection, and instruction with focus on the areas of
communication, social, and behavioral skills and includes the use and interpretation of
research-based diagnostic tools, functional behavioral assessment and analysis, and behav-
ioral intervention planning. Training is provided in best practice methods such as discrete
trial instruction, social stories, and the use of visual schedules and cueing.

SPED 672 MEDICAL AND SENSORY ASPECTS OF ASD: COLLAB-
ORATION AMONG PARENTS, EDUCATORS, AND RELATED SERVICE PROVIDERS
(3) Prerequisite: SPED 670. Overview of medical research on etiology and interventions in
clinics, home, and schools. Included are strategies for team building, planning, data-
based decision making, and evaluation.
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SPED 675 COLLABORATION IN SPECIAL AND GENERAL EDU-
CATION (3) Prerequisite: 18 hours of graduate coursework in special education or permission
of the instructor. Investigates the issues and practices of educators who deal with families,
schools, and community agencies. Attention is given to such issues as integrated services,
coordination between general and special educators, teaming family-focused collabora-
tion and community resources, and models of service delivery.

SPED 680 RESEARCH SEMINAR IN SPECIAL EDUCATION (3) Pre-
requisite: 18 credit hours of graduate coursework including SPED 625. Provides advanced
study of seminal and current research in special education trends including service deliv-
ery models, identification, assessment, discipline, education, and behavioral program-
ming and transition. The focus is on disability research across the age range from early
childhood to adulthood. Common research methodologies used within the discipline of
special education for both consumers and research practitioners are examined.

SPED 691-693, 696, axp 697 INTERNSHIPS IN SPECIAL EDUCATION (3) Supervised
field experience with persons who are disabled. Placement is arranged in a program pro-
viding special services. Students should consult their advisors in advance of registration to
determine the hours of credit to be earned in the internship. All coursework in special
education must be taken prior to or concurrently with the internship.

SPED 691 INTERNSHIP IN EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL
EDUCATION (AGES 0-2 YEARS)

SPED 692 INTERNSHIP IN EARLY CHILDHOOD SPECIAL
EDUCATION (AGES 3-5 YEARS)

SPED 693 PRACTICUM IN DISABILITIES PROGRAMS
(NON-CLASSROOM)

SPED 696 INTERNSHIP IN SPECIAL EDUCATION-GENERAL
CURRICULUM (ELEMENTARY)

SPED 697 INTERNSHIP IN SPECIAL EDUCATION-GENERAL
CURRICULUM (SECONDARY)

SPED 694 FIELD EXPERIENCE WITH STUDENTS WITH AUTISM
SPECTRUM DISORDERS (3) Prerequisite: SPED 600, 670, 671, 672. Field experience assess-
ment and instruction of individuals with ASD. Students demonstrate competence in func-
tional behavioral assessment, behavioral intervention planning, discrete trial instruction,
data collection and analysis, and collaboration with parents and professionals.

SPED 695 ADVANCED APPLICATIONS IN SPECIAL EDUCATION
(3) Prerequisite: a minimum of 27 hours of coursework in the program. Capstone course
consisting of campus and field-based experiences for students nearing the completion of
their M.Ed. program in special education and those who are not seeking an initial teaching
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license via Lynchburg College. Course assignments require students to apply a number of
competencies at the advanced level. These competencies are based upon knowledge and
skills taught in coursework in the M.Ed. program. The structure of the course allows for
field supervision by the instructor and on-campus seminars.

SPED 698-699 INTERNSHIP-ADAPTED CURRICULUM (3, 3)

Prerequisite: completion of all courses in Adapted Curriculum sequence. Supervised field
experience with persons who are disabled. Placement is arranged in a program providing
special services. Students must consult their advisors in advance of registration to deter-
mine the hours of credit to be earned in the internship. All coursework in special educa-
tion must be taken prior to or concurrently with the internship. (Note: SPED 698
provides an elementary experience for three credits and SPED 699 a secondary experience
for three credits).

TeacHER LiCENSURE COURSES (NON-DEGREE)

Courses with the TLIC prefix are offered to assist students in obtaining teacher licensure
or to complement their professional training in a specific area. They are not applicable to
credit hour requirements for graduate degree programs.

TLIC 550 WORKSHOPS IN EDUCATION (1, 2, 3) A structure for
workshops requested by individual school systems and agencies to meet their particular
in-service needs.

TLIC 565 METHODOLOGY OF TEACHING FOREIGN
LANGUAGES (3) A survey of methods and techniques of teaching foreign languages.
Course content includes the study of theories of language learning and second-language
acquisition, linguistics, classroom techniques, preparation and presentation of teaching
materials, testing, use of the language laboratory, and professional bibliographies.

TLIC 599 INTERNSHIP IN EDUCATION (6) Prerequisites: completion
of School of Education and Human Development undergraduate state approved program in a
licensure area. Passing scores on Praxis I, VCLA, Praxis I1. Passing score on Virginia Reading
Assessment (VRA) is required for elementary, middle school, and Special Education licensure.
Full-time, supervised field experience in assigned grade level and/or subject area(s) appropri-
ate to the student’s endorsement(s). Seminar sessions are required. This internship experi-
ence is an application of effective teaching skills and content knowledge. Admission by
application only and available only to students who have completed the School of Education
and Human Development undergraduate state approved program in a licensure area.



