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[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Rapp_C\My Documents\My Pictures\Chapel Pictures-Outside\snidow fall 2006 orange leaf.jpg]Welcome to the latest edition of the Chaplain’s Corner newsletter.  Watch for our new design – coming soon!  If you have a joy or concern you’d like to share with the Chaplain’s Office, send an e-mail or give us a call at Ext. 8348.  We only share concerns with the campus community, via newsletter or e-mail, with permission.  You can view the current issue of our newsletter, as well as previous issues, on the Spiritual Life page of the Lynchburg College website – www.lynchburg.edu/spirlife.  
(Thanks to Rachel Sargeant ’08 for sharing another of her photographs of Snidow Chapel.) 

Concerns & Congrats

Congratulations to:
· Stephanie McLemore (Chaplain), on the birth of her daughter.  Sophia Leigh was born on November 13th.

Our sympathies are extended to:
· Andrew Chase (freshman, Doylestown, PA) on the death of his grandmother.
· Shana Johnson (junior, Lynchburg, VA), whose grandfather died.
· Willie Shoemaker (Safety & Security) on the death of his sister.
· Dr. Phil Stump (History), whose cousin died.

Our concerns are extended to:
· Karen Hatter (Academic & Career Services), whose mother-in-law had surgery and remains hospitalized.
· Golda Winnagle (Book Store), whose husband, David, has been hospitalized.


An Attitude of Gratitude – 
Celebrating Thanksgiving

 "If the only prayer you say in your life is 'thank you,' that would suffice."
-- Meister Eckhart

My children, now grown, still roll their eyes a bit and quietly groan when asked to express that for which they are grateful as we gather with relatives around the Thanksgiving feast. Such rituals of gratitude are repeated in many homes this time of year which is but one reason this season is my absolute favorite.

Like other holidays, Thanksgiving usually involves two central ingredients: family and food.  But unlike other secular celebrations, there is no added stress or pressure to buy presents that we can’t afford and probably aren’t really needed.  While we might have a centerpiece on the table, we don’t have to spend hours decorating inside and out to keep up with the Jones’. While we might send a card or two, there isn’t an expectation that our entire address list receives the annual family update as often happens at the end of the year.

Thanksgiving is one holiday which focuses on that which is most important and sets aside that which isn’t necessary. Simply put, Thanksgiving is a time set aside for nurturing and celebrating an attitude of gratitude. 

As I muse about just a few of the many blessings for which I am thankful this year, I invite you to do the same, filling in the blanks with those people, events, and gifts  that grace your own life.

I’m grateful for Lee who cleans our offices and does so patiently and pleasantly.

I’m grateful for Christie who makes the rest of us look good in Spiritual Life by tending to countless duties, details, and deadlines.

I’m grateful for Earl who not only brings us mail but also “ministry messages” so we always know who is in need of prayer all across campus.

I’m grateful to Gertrude who not only helps to keep us all fed but nourishes our spirits as well with her kind smile and humble service.

I’m grateful for Doug who not only keeps the campus beautiful but provides rides in his golf cart when I’m trying to carry more than I can handle.

I’m grateful to Maggie and Elizabeth who add so much to our staff as student workers.  They are friendly and funny, efficient and enthusiastic. 

I’m grateful for all the students, faculty, and staff who provide for me and for so many of us – a home away from home and a sense of family and community that can’t be found anywhere else.

Have A Wonderful Thanksgiving Next Week and Enjoy Counting Your Own Blessings During this Special Season.
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By Anne Gibbons,
Associate Chaplain

Dates to Remember

Thanksgiving Dinner – Want a good meal on Thanksgiving?  Don’t want to spend the day alone?  Lynchburg Seventh Day Adventist Church, at 19 George St., Lynchburg, is having a free Thanksgiving Day dinner, turkey, and all the fixings.  Thursday, November 26 at 1 p.m. Need directions or transportation?  Call 434-239-8466 or 434-420-5795.
Carols by Candlelight – Sunday, December 6, 2009, 7 p.m. in Snidow Chapel.  Family-friendly service of Christmas music featuring performances by the concert choir and the handbell choir.

Almost Christmas Almost Midnight Service – Tuesday, December 8, 2009, 11 p.m. in Snidow Chapel.

Hanukkah begins on Saturday, December 12, 2009 at Sundown.

Worship Opportunities on Campus:
- [lcf] lynchburg christian fellowship holds a contemporary, non-denominational fellowship Sundays at 10:30 a.m. in Sydnor Performance Hall. 
- Roman Catholic Mass is held at 4:30 p.m. every Sunday in Snidow Chapel.
- All Soul’s Church, a community-based congregation, holds services monthly.  Next service on campus is Sunday, December 13th, at 1:30 p.m.

********

Canterbury Club (Episcopal) – meets weekly on Monday nights at 6 p.m. at the Spiritual Life Center (SLC) – located at 500 Brevard St.

Catholic Community – Roman Catholic Mass 4:30 p.m. Sundays in Snidow Chapel, followed by Supper at Spiritual Life
- Gatherings each week on Mondays at 8:30 p.m.

Disciples on Campus (DOC) – meets weekly on Sundays at 8 p.m. in the lower level of the SLC.  

Fellowship of Christian Athletes – meets Mondays at 8:30 p.m. in Turner 310.

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship – regular meetings are 6 p.m. Thursdays in Schewel 214.

Jewish Student Organization – TBA.

[lcf] lynchburg christian fellowship
- Journey Groups meet four nights a week (M-Th).  They are gender specific – you can pick the night that best fits your schedule.  More than a Bible study – doing life together.  More info at journeygroups@lcfva.com or e-mail the leader for location and other information.
	Joe Goff – Mondays at 9 p.m. – goff_jd@students.lynchburg.edu
	Rachel Lawson – Mondays at 7 p.m. – lawson_rn@lstudents.lynchburg.edu
	Tommy Clark – Tuesdays at 8 p.m. – clark_t@students.lynchburg.edu
	Alissa Gay – Tuesdays at 8 p.m. – gay_a@students.lynchburg.edu
	Brian Wilcox – Wednesdays at 9 p.m. – Wilcox_b@students.lynchburg.edu
	Sydney Viers – Wednesdays at 9 p.m. – viers_s@students.lynchburg.edu
	Ashley McHaney – Thursdays at 8 p.m. – mchaney_a@students.lynchburg.edu

Methodist Student Fellowship – meets every fourth Tuesday at 5 p.m. in the Dining Hall.  Next meeting is December 8th.

Quaker Meeting – 10:30 a.m. Sundays at the SLC.

ReJOYce in Jesus Campus Fellowship – Meetings at 7 p.m. on Fridays in Hopwood 14.

Words of Wisdom – A small group for young adult women to join in fellowship and discussion of books relating to the Christian life.  In November we will meet on the following Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the SLC – Nov. 11th and 18th.  (Title: Captivating, Authors: John & Stasi Eldredge)
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