












Panamanian Ants and Spiders
Junior Loriann Garcia 

traveled to Panama with Dr. 
John Styrsky to investigate the 
relationship between acacia plants, 
acacia ants, and a spider that lives 
among them.  They worked in 
association with the Smithsonian 
Tropical Institute of Research 
in Gamboa, Panama.  Loriann 
found her time in Panama to be 
intellectually stimulating and 
culturally enriching:  “Living in 
Panama for two months was a 
fantastic experience for broadening 
my scientific horizons in addition 
to experiencing Central American 
culture first hand.” 

Have English, Will Travel
Despite zero knowledge of 

Japanese, junior Haylee Nelson 
spent the summer in Nagasaki, 
Japan, teaching English.  A double 
major in International Relations and 
Religious Studies, Haylee wanted the 
opportunity to explore the “beauty” of 
another culture.  While in Japan, she 

bonded with her host family and had 
the opportunity to explore Nagasaki.  
Trip highlights included a visit to the 
Nagasaki Atomic Bomb Museum and 
a dance festival that she attended with 
her host family.  Of her time in Japan, 
Halyee says, “I learned more in nine 
weeks in Japan than I ever have from a 
class or textbook.”

Korean Buddies
Jill Murray, a senior English 

major and International Relations 
minor, spent two consecutive 
summers traveling.  Last year, 
Jill studied in Great Britain and 
this past summer, she traveled to 
Korea to participate in the Korean 
Culture Program hosted by LC 
sister-school, Hannam University.  
Jill has always found Korean 
Culture intriguing, and the “buddy-
system” in her program enabled 
Jill to experience the culture in a 
most unique way.  According to 
Jill, her buddy, Ji Won, was an 
excellent match: “We were paired 
up perfectly and the adventures 
we shared together were very 
meaningful to me.”  

Hecho in Honduras
Sophomore Drew Nichols spent 

part of his summer traveling with 
the men’s soccer team in Europe, 
but also had the opportunity to work 
in the Honduran village of Talanga.  
His summer travels literally gave 
him cultural whiplash as he went 
from the first world to the third 
world and back to the first world in 
rapid succession.   After landing at 
Toncontin International Airport, he 
realized that the shirt he was wearing 
had been made in Honduras.  This 
realization became increasingly 
discomforting as he learned more 
about everyday life for the Honduran 
poor.  Drew’s experiences in 
Honduras have been difficult to 
digest has he has had to confront 
“the self-centered commercialism 
that is American culture.”

Genocide and Redemption
Carolyn Walsh, Sara Hardin, 

and Dr. Todd Olsen joined forces with 
Sports Outreach to participate in a 
powerful service learning experience 
in Kenya and Uganda.  Before 
departure, Sara knew that the trip 
was going to be arduous, “I traveled 
to Africa with the knowledge that the 
trip was going to be hard physically, 
mentally, and spiritually -- and it was.  
It was unlike anything I had ever 
experienced.  However, it was also 

one of the best and most meaningful 
experiences of my life.”  They worked 
directly with ex-child soldiers and 
even helped build a village well.  
Carolyn too was profoundly touched 
by the experience, “We left Africa 
with a much greater understanding 
not only of how those in developing 
nations live, but how much we can 
learn from them.  We will always be 
thankful for the opportunity to meet 
all of the amazing peopled that we did 
during our time in Africa.”

Intrepid Westover Fellows Go International
Dr. Edward DeClair
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1991
Victoria Williams is now Dr. 

Williams, Associate Professor of 
Political Science and director of 
the Alvernia University Honors 
Program.   She has two daughters, 
Lillian and Charlotte, and a 
husband, Scot Case, who is a 
vegetarian.

1992
Lynn Langford completed her 

M.Ed. in Special Education in 1994 
and is currently working on her 
M.A. in English at LC.  She taught 
education special for thirteen years 
in Halifax and Campbell counties 
and is now a high school English 
teacher in Amherst County.  She is 
also the proud mother of Joseph, 13; 
Joshua, 9; and Kaitlin, 8.

1993
Dan Reilly finally followed 

Dr. Richard Burke’s advice and 
completed his MBA at Georgia State 
University in 1999.   He is currently 
a Managing Director at Thornburg 
Investment Management.  He 
“enjoyed” receiving the newsletter 
and was “pleased to learn of the 
wonderful opportunities offered to 
current Westovers.”

1994
Amy Brocato Pearson 

completed her MA in Journalism at 
the University of Texas at Austin in 
2000 after writing for an American 
military newspaper in Germany for 
a few years.  Her first son was born 
in 2002.

2003
Andrea Russell Hines is 

a middle school band director 
in Lee County, Virginia where 
she also assists with the high 
school marching band.  She 
will soon complete her MA in 
Music Education at Shenandoah 
Conservatory in Winchester, 
Virginia.  She has very fond 
memories of the Westover Program 
and says, “I am so thankful that 
I had the opportunity to be a 
Westover during my four years at 
LC.”

Mike Miller completed his 
MFA at Temple University.  He 

for Buncombe County Parks, 
Greenways and Recreation Services.  

Katie Sparrow completed 
her MA in International Affairs at 
American University in May 2008 
and recently accepted a position 
as manager of international affairs 
at the International Dairy Foods 
Association in Washington, D.C.  
Katie says, “As far as research, 
it’s amazing how well Westover 
prepared me for graduate school.” 

2007
Tom Brown married Dollie 

Morton in June 2007, moved to 
Greensboro, and began a graduate 
program in Music Theory at UNC 
Greensboro.

Jim Pask is a doctoral student 
at Vanderbilt University in 
Microbiology and Immunology.  His 
first publication will appear soon.

Justin Recklau is a graduate 
student at the University of 
Delaware where he is completing his 
MS in Health and Exercise Sciences.

Lora Settle began a graduate 
history program at Virginia Tech in 
Fall 2008. 

Ben Sprague spent a limited 
amount of time in the world of work 
before applying to graduate school.  
He is currently at Georgetown 
University working on graduate 
degree in public policy.

2008
Mary Mohay has begun her 

doctoral program in physical 
therapy program at Duke University. 
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has performed with the Walnut 
Street Theatre and the Philadelphia 
Shakespeare Festival. He also played 
the title role in Romeo and Juliet in 
New Year City’s Shakespeare in the 
Park series.  He currently resides 
in Los Angles where he continues 
to explore professional acting 
opportunities.

2005
Heather Blythe wants everyone 

to know that the fabulous Caelan is 
already five years old and studying 
Chinese while Heather works on 
her graduate degree in psychology 
and workso work full time at the 
Weather Channel.

Koryn Johnston is a second 
year medical student at Midwestern 
University.

Elizabeth Vaughn Linehan 
and husband Joey recently 
welcomed their daughter, Audrey 
Rose who was born on November 
13th.  Liz is teaching high school 
English and completing her MA at 
LC.

2006
Katie Hunt has completed two 

internships at the Turpentine Creek 
Wildlife Refuge in Arkansas.  While 
at the refuge, Katie worked with 
lions, tigers and bears as well as 
cougars, bobcats and one scarlet 
macaw known as Alex.  Surprisingly, 
she still has all of her fingers.

Erica Joerger is teaching 
seventh grade math in Shenandoah 
County, Virginia.  She is now 
engaged and has set the wedding 
date for June 2009.  

Kate Skaggs is completing her 
Environmental Studies graduate 
degree at the College of Charleston 
where she is writing a thesis 
entitled, “Implications of Emerging 
Neoliberal Politics on Conservation 
Governance in the South Carolina 
Low Country.”    Kate says the 
“Westover thesis couldn’t have 
prepared her better” for her work in 
graduate school.

Jessica Stevermer completed 
her M.P.A at Western Carolina 
University.  She is now employed as 
the Fund Development Coordinator 
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