
ENGLISH COURSES (ENGL)

Words in brackets following credit hours indicate which major requirements a course can be used to

meet; a student may apply one course to no more than two requirements.  In the course descriptions,

areas of the discipline are indicated in brackets after course titles. 

ENGL 111 COMPOSITION I (3) In this introduction to the writing process,

students learn how to write, revise, and edit papers using a variety of expository forms to prepare for

research and analytical writing done primarily in  ENGL 112. The course includes a significant amount of

reading related to the writing, such as essays across the disciplines, classics, and modern literature.  ENGL

111-112 must be completed as a sequence. That is, a student must take ENGL 111 until successful comple-

tion, and in the following semester, a student must take ENGL 112 until successfully completed. 

ENGL 112 COMPOSITION II (3) In this continued work on the writing

process, students learn how to take command of an argument and support it effectively. Students learn to

read and interpret texts containing language with multiple levels of meaning, develop techniques of writ-

ing research papers using argument and analysis with multiple sources, and to research topics efficiently

and effectively using the full range of resources, tools, and methodologies. Students who have taken ENGL

111 normally stay in the same section for 112.  

ENGL 201 LITERATURE AND CULTURE I: MASTERPIECES FROM

ANTIQUITY THROUGH THE RENAISSANCE (3) Prerequisite: ENGL 111-112 or equivalent.  This

introduction to the study of literature emphasizes the analysis of selected works from the period. The course

includes a significant amount of writing related to the readings, including response essays, critical and cre-

ative papers, and tests.

ENGL 202 LITERATURE AND CULTURE II: WORKS FROM THE

ENLIGHTENMENT TO THE PRESENT (3) Prerequisite: ENGL 111-112 or equivalent. This introduc-

tion to the study of literature emphasizes the analysis of selected works from the period. The course

includes a significant amount of writing related to the readings, including response essays, critical and cre-

ative papers, and tests.

ENGL 203 EXPOSITORY WRITING (3) [Writing] Prerequisite: ENGL
111-112 or equivalent. This course continues the development of the writer’s abilities to generate, edit, and

refine written compositions through the study of professional and student expository prose. Particular atten-

tion is given to the improvement of composing methods and to the expansion of the writer’s range.

ENGL 205 INTRODUCTION TO CREATIVE WRITING (3) [Writing,]

Prerequisite: ENGL 111-112 or equivalent. This course focuses primarily on the writing of poetry and fic-

tion and creative nonfiction and includes study of student and professional texts.

ENGL 210 TECHNICAL WRITING (3) [Writing] Prerequisite: ENGL 111-
112 or equivalent. Technical writing furnishes knowledge of and practice in writing skills most often

required in technical professions.  Students gain instruction and experience in technical writing style; orga-

nizing, preparing, and revising short and long technical documents; using effective page design features,

principles, and format elements; designing tables, charts, and graphs; and writing technical definitions,

physical and process descriptions, and instructions. 

ENGL 220 INTRODUCTION TO LITERARY STUDIES (3) [Theory]

Prerequisite: ENGL 111-112 or equivalent. Using literary texts as a focal point, this course explores the

nature and functions of literature, the basics of literary analysis, the three principal genres (poetry, fiction,

drama), conventions of writing about literature, and methods and materials of research. The course is

intended to be the first course in the English major and is required for all English majors.

ENGL 275 SPECIAL READINGS IN LITERATURE (3) Prerequisite:
ENGL 201 or 202 or consent of instructor. Intended primarily for students not majoring in English, these

courses explore a selected theme, author(s), genre, or period of interest to readers wishing to enhance their

understanding and enjoyment of literature.



ENGL 302 AMERICAN LITERATURE 1625-1865 (3) [American Survey,

American Literature] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course

is a study of major literary movements and writers from the time of the earliest settlers to the Civil War.

Authors include Bradstreet, Franklin, Emerson, Thoreau, Hawthorne, Melville, Poe, Dickinson , and others.

ENGL 303 AMERICAN LITERATURE 1865-1950 (3) [American Survey,

American Literature] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course

is a study of major literary movements and writers from the end of the Civil War to the end of World War

II, including poetry and short fiction by Whitman, Twain, James, Hemingway and others.

ENGL 305 SHORT FICTION (3)] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and
ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This study of short fiction written by masters of the genre emphasizes

the careful and accurate reading that leads to comprehending and appreciating the subtleties and nuances of

fiction as well as the larger concerns of theme, character, and plot.

ENGL 306 MEDIEVAL LITERATURE (3) [Medieval] Prerequisite: ENGL
201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course is a survey of the major English literary

texts of the medieval period, 500-1500 A.D. The course explores the tensions between warfare and romance

in secular and religious literature of the period, including Beowulf, Arthurian legend, mystery plays,

Chaucerian poetry, and the courtly lyrics of the later Middle Ages. All Old and Early Middle English texts

are read in translation.

ENGL 310 ADVANCED TECHNICAL WRITING (3)  [Writing]

Prerequisite: ENGL 210 or consent of instructor. Advanced Technical Writing is the sequel to Technical

Writing, and develops skills necessary for researching, planning, designing, writing, and editing full-length

technical documents such as manuals.  Students will apply techniques learned in Technical Writing, such as

physical and process description, to put together a complete and detailed technical document.

ENGL 340 THORNTON WRITING SEMINAR (1-3) [Writing] [Specific

title changes annually.]  Prerequisite: ENGL 205 or consent of instructor. This course in writing is taught

by the Thornton Writer-in-Residence. Enrollment is limited to specially selected students; prospective

enrollees should apply to the Thornton Committee and be prepared to submit writing samples for admit-

tance. The course is usually structured as a workshop and may be repeated for credit if the specific title and

instructor are different.

ENGL 345 ADVANCED EXPOSITORY WRITING (3) [Writing]

Prerequisite: ENGL 203 or consent of instructor. This course emphasizes the preparation of different kinds

of essays for submittal for publication by the students. Development of style, adjustment to audience, anal-

ysis of rhetorical means, and control of greater range of material are among the topics covered.

ENGL 346 CREATIVE NON-FICTION (3) [Writing] Prerequisite: ENGL
205 or consent of instructor. Application of the “tools of the fiction writer” (i.e. structure, characterization,

sensory detail) to the writing of non-fiction commonly known as “immersion journalism.” Major emphasis

is placed on student writing and the study of models from contemporary writers in the genre.

ENGL 349 CREATIVE WRITING: POETRY (3) [Writing] Prerequisite:
ENGL 205 or consent of instructor. This course helps students develop as writers of poetry. It provides an

analysis of professional and student-written poetry and focuses on critical standards and facility with cre-

ative expression. Students improve their reading and writing skills, expand the scope of their literary per-

ception by envisioning a work from an author’s point of view, and intensify their knowledge of literary stan-

dards by submitting bi-weekly written assignments which are shared and evaluated by all members of the

class. This course may be repeated if subjects of study vary and the English Program approves.

ENGL 350 CREATIVE WRITING: FICTION (3) [Writing] Prerequisite:
ENGL 205 or consent of instructor. This course helps students to develop as writers of fiction. It provides

an analysis of professional and student-written fiction and focuses on critical standards and facility with cre-

ative expression. Students improve their reading and writing skills, expand the scope of their literary per-

ception by envisioning a work from an author’s point of view, and intensify their knowledge of literary stan-



dards by offering bi-weekly written assignments which are shared and evaluated by all members of the

class. This course may be repeated if subjects of study vary and the English Program approves.

ENGL 353 SIXTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLISH LITERATURE (3)

[Renaissance] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course is a

study of prose, poetry, and drama of the Tudor period, excluding the drama of Shakespeare. It is also a study

of the English Renaissance with concentration on More, Sidney, Spenser, and Shakespeare’s sonnets.

ENGL 354 SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLISH LITERATURE (3)

[Renaissance] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This study of prose,

poetry, and drama during the century of the English Civil War emphasizes Milton, Jacobean drama, the

poetry of Donne and Johnson, and the prose of Bacon and Bunyan.

ENGL 355 RESTORATION AND EARLY EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY

BRITISH LITERATURE (3) [Eighteenth-Century] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or
consent of instructor. This course deals with Restoration and eighteenth-century drama and the poetry and

prose of such writers as Dryden, Pope, Swift, Defoe, Addison, Steele, and Thompson.

ENGL 356 EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLISH LITERATURE (3)

[Eighteenth-Century] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This study

of the major writers and texts of the second half of the eighteenth century emphasizes the development of

the novel (Defoe, Richardson, Fielding, Sterne, and Smollett) and the works of Samuel Johnson.

ENGL 357 LITERATURE OF THE ROMANTIC PERIOD (3)

[Nineteenth-Century] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This

course focuses on the principal writers of the Romantic Period in Britain, including Wordsworth, Blake, and

Keats, and on the essential elements of British Romanticism.

ENGL 358 LITERATURE OF THE VICTORIAN PERIOD (3)

[Nineteenth-Century] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This

course examines the literature and life of the Victorian period through the works of such writers as Dickens,

Eliot, Carlyle, Tennyson, Arnold, the Brownings, and the Brontës. The course commonly explores a specif-

ic theme or trend as presented in several representative works.

ENGL 359 THE END OF AN AGE: 1880-1914 (3) [Nineteenth-Century]

Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course is a study of British

poetry, drama, and fiction from this transitional period as the Victorian Age evolves into the Modern Age.

Writers such as Hardy, Shaw, Conrad, Yeats, and Ford are included.

ENGL 360 THE ENGLISH NOVEL (3) [Eighteenth-Century,

Nineteenth-Century] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This study

of representative novels from the earliest examples through the nineteenth century considers both the gen-

eral characteristics of novels and the distinctive characteristics of English novels from different periods.

ENGL 365 MODERN BRITISH AND AMERICAN POETRY (3)

[Twentieth- Century, American Literature] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent
of instructor. This study of poetry in the twentieth century (with notable exceptions from the nineteenth cen-

tury-Dickinson and Whitman) emphasizes poetry written after World War I. The course focuses on the ele-

ments of poetry and traces major themes. Recommended for those who wish to understand better the nature

of poetry and for those desiring specific knowledge of poetry’s relationship to twentieth-century thought.

ENGL 366 SOUTHERN WRITERS (20TH CENTURY) (3) [American

Literature] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. An intensive reading

and analysis of major writers of the twentieth-century “Southern Renaissance,” this course includes such

major figures as Faulkner, Capote, Williams, Styron, McCullers, Welty, Percy, Porter, Warren, as well as

recent authors in the Southern tradition.



ENGL 367 MODERN BRITISH NOVEL (3) [Twentieth-Century]

Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course examines major British

novels from the beginning of World War I to the present and includes the works of such authors as Conrad,

Forster, Lawrence, Joyce, Woolf, and others.

ENGL 368 MODERN AMERICAN NOVEL (3) [American Literature]

Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course examines major

American novels from the beginning of World War I to the present.

ENGL 369 MODERN BRITISH DRAMA (3) [Twentieth-Century]

Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This study of twentieth-century

British drama includes major stylistic movements with emphasis on the plays of Shaw, Yeats, Synge,

O’Casey, Eliot, Beckett, Osborne, Pinter, Stoppard, and others.

ENGL 370 MODERN AMERICAN DRAMA (3) [American Literature]

Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This study of twentieth-century

American drama includes major stylistic movements with emphasis on the plays of O’Neill, Williams,

Miller, Albee, and others.

ENGL 371 CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE (3) [American Literature,

Fiction, Drama] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This study of fic-

tion, poetry, and drama written primarily since 1970 in English (or in translation) by authors from Europe

and North and South America focuses on techniques and common concerns that mark this literature as dis-

tinctly contemporary.

ENGL 373 LITERATURE AND FILM OF VIETNAM (3) Prerequisite:
ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course will concentrate on the literature,

feature films, and documentaries generated by the Vietnam War.  In addition to offering the “facts” sur-

rounding the war, it will incorporate a variety of uncommon perspectives on that war - -i.e. fiction and non-

fiction written by women and by Vietnamese authors.  Social/political commentary on the 60’s and 70’s and

on the long-range effects of this Vietnam experience upon the American psyche will also be incorporated.

ENGL 375 SPECIAL TOPICS IN ENGLISH (1-3) [applicability depends

on topic] Prerequisites: A wide background of work in English and prior consent of instructor. Offered

occasionally on topics not covered in regular courses, this course is an intensive study of a problem or

topic or a detailed examination of a single author’s work. The topic will vary according to professor and

term.

ENGL 377 STUDY ABROAD (3) Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL
220  or permission of instructor.  This course provides students with the opportunity to study  in foreign set-

tings.

ENGL 381 INDEPENDENT STUDY (1-3) Prerequisites: ENGL 201 or 202,
or ENGL 203 or 205, and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course provides for pursuit of individ-

ual interests and projects not covered in existing courses. The mature student may, with the guidance of the

instructor, study materials not covered in regular course offerings.

ENGL 399 INTERNSHIP IN ENGLISH (1-6) Prerequisites: Juniors or
seniors with a 2.25 minimum QPA; approval of written proposal by internship coordinator and supervising
faculty prior to registration. The internship program allows students practical experience in fields using

their training as English majors. Interns may work in such settings as radio and television stations, adver-

tising and public relations agencies, local industries and civic organizations, state and local governments,

and individually designed situations. (See “Internships.”)

ENGL 400 LITERARY CRITICISM (3) [Theory] Prerequisite: ENGL 201
or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. Using a predominantly historical approach, this course sur-

veys major works of literary criticism of the Western world from Plato to the present. In the latter part of

the course, attention is directed toward recent schools of criticism and critical approaches.



ENGL 401 HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (3) [Teacher

Licensure] Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course surveys

the development of the English language from the Anglo-Saxon period to the present day. Changes in the

language are explored in connection with social and historical contexts in Great Britain. Course work

includes study of Old and Middle English grammar and some translation of texts. This course also focuses

on application of material to teaching in the secondary schools.

ENGL 402 SEMINAR IN FICTION (3) Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and
ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This study of fiction as a genre emphasizes the process of reading and

interpreting novels and short stories and the development of the genre.

ENGL 403 SEMINAR IN POETRY (3) Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and
ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This study of poetry as a genre emphasizes the process of reading and

interpreting poems and the means by which a poem creates its meaning.

ENGL 404 SEMINAR IN DRAMA (3) Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and
ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This study of the genre of drama emphasizes the interpretation of the

various types of plays from different periods as well as related dramatic criticism.

ENGL 405 MAJOR AMERICAN AUTHORS (3) [Major Author,

American Literature] Prerequisite: ENGL 201/202 or consent of instructor. Content varies from year to

year. The focus is typically on one or two major writers of the twentieth century such as Faulkner or

Hemingway. Classes are conducted as seminars and are suitable for undergraduate and graduate studies.

ENGL 410 ENGLISH GRAMMAR (3) [Teacher Licensure] Prerequisite:
ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. Especially recommended for those planning to

teach, this course meets Virginia State Department of Education certification requirements for the teaching

of English.  This course provides an introduction to the basic terms and forms used in traditional English

grammar, including parts of speech, sentence types, agreement, parallelism, and punctuation. It also offers

an introduction to the basic elements of linguistics, including phonology (sound patterns), morphology

(word formation), syntax (sentence structure), semantics (vocabulary) and orthography (spelling). The

course also explores ways of teaching grammar and its impact on writing, reading, and speaking.

ENGL 414 CHILDREN’S LITERATURE (3) Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or
202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This advanced course is designed for classroom teachers and

librarians or administrators wishing to extend their knowledge of literature available for children and to

understand the criteria for evaluating books. Emphasis is on integrating trade books with all aspects of the

curriculum in the modern school.

ENGL 415-416 SUPERVISED PRACTICUM (1-3) Prerequisite: ENGL 205 or
consent of instructor. These courses enroll students in major editorial positions with the Prism and involve

work in the gathering, selecting, and presenting of written work and art for issues of the Prism.

ENGL 417 CHAUCER (3) [Major Author, Medieval]  Prerequisite: ENGL
201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course introduces students to the range of works

by the poet Geoffrey Chaucer (c. 1343-1400), as well as the cultural context in which he lived. The course

explores the poet’s longer narrative works, including the Canterbury Tales, and a sampling of his prose and

short lyrics with emphasis on the impact of Chaucer’s writings on modern audiences. All texts are available

in translation. 

ENGL 418 ROMANTICISM AND REALISM IN AMERICAN LITERA-

TURE (3) Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course is an inten-

sive study of selected writers whose works illustrate the Romantic and Realist movements in nineteenth-

century American literature.

ENGL 419 MODERNISM IN AMERICAN LITERATURE (3)

Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This course is an intensive study

of selected writers whose works illustrate the Modernist movement in twentieth-century American litera-

ture.



ENGL 420 SENIOR SEMINAR IN ENGLISH (3) [Theory] Prerequisite:
Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. Focusing on literary texts, the

course gives seniors a chance to use knowledge of literary history, form, and technique, as well as expertise

in writing and interpretation to read, analyze, discuss, and write about literature.

ENGL 423 MULTICULTURAL LITERATURE (3) Prerequisite: ENGL
201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. Using writers from around the world such as Milan

Kunders, Fae Myenne Ng, and Chinua Achebe, the course explores different cultures, the effects of culture

on perspective, the historical self-concepts of different peoples, and other peoples’ attitudes toward

America.

ENGL 440 TEACHING COMPOSITION (3) Prerequisite: ENGL 203 or
consent of instructor. This course is designed for teachers and prospective teachers in secondary schools and

colleges. It will include studying, practicing, and evaluating a wide range of methods of teaching composi-

tion. Class time will be devoted to discussion, student presentations, and in-class writing and evaluation.

Research in the field is required, culminating in a paper.

ENGL 444 ADOLESCENT LITERATURE (3) Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or
202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. This is an advanced course designed for teachers, librarians,

and administrators. Intensive study will be given to select traditional and contemporary books, which have

an appeal for most adolescents. Emphasis will be interdisciplinary rather than literary so that wider use of

texts can be employed in contemporary schools.

ENGL 450 TEACHING CREATIVE WRITING (3) Prerequisite: ENGL
205 or consent of instructor. Especially recommended for those planning to teach, this course meets Virginia

State Department of Education certification requirements for the teaching of English. This course focuses

on the development of writing poetry, fiction, and drama.  The premise of the course is that to teach, one

needs to write, and that from sensitivity to the processes of writing comes the ability to guide others. The

course is process-oriented, moving from creative writing assignments to critiquing pedagogical techniques,

and discussing and planning assignments for students. 

ENGL 451-452 SHAKESPEARE (3, 3) [Major Author, Renaissance]

Prerequisite: ENGL 201 or 202 and ENGL 220 or consent of instructor. English 451 provides an in-depth

study of the best known tragedies and most important English history plays by Shakespeare. Some atten-

tion is given to major critical approaches and background material. English 452 focuses on the romantic

comedies, the problem plays, and the romances. References are made to plays studied in 451, but 451 is not

a prerequisite.




