
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
  

Designation of Courses 
 
 100-199 Introductory level: primarily for freshmen 

200-299 Intermediate level: in some cases presupposes introductory  
200-300 Course work, related experience, or intellectual maturity; primarily for freshmen and 

sophomores 
300-499 Advanced level: usually presupposes previous work and involves specialized study 

of a subject; primarily for juniors and seniors 
 

In course descriptions, credit in semester hours is indicated by a number in parentheses. 
 
PHILOSOPHY COURSES (PHIL) 
 
PHIL 200 INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY (3)  This course examines 
traditional philosophy problems through readings from major works in the history of Western philosophy. The 
basic principle of logic and major approaches to ethical decision-making are important parts o f the course. 
 
PHIL 201 INTRODUCTION TO LOGIC (3)  This beginning course focuses  on 
aspects of valid and invalid reasoning. Topics include definition, fallacious argumentation, the various uses  
of language, and elementary deduction. 
 
PHIL 204 INTRODUCTION TO ETHICS (3)  This course introduces moral 
philosophy and its application to the problems of present-day living.  
 
PHIL 303 ART, TRUTH AND VALUE (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 or 
consent of instructor. This course provides an introduction to the philosophy of the fine arts and includes an 
examination of various definitions of art, discussions of the value of art to society, and an analysis of 
emotions found in the esthetic experience. 
 
PHIL 305 PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 
or consent of instructor. This introduction to the philosophy of science includes a study of the concepts of 
the empirical sciences, their methods and procedures, and their philosophical implications. 
 
PHIL 306 KNOWLEDGE AND REALITY (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 
or consent of instructor.. This examination of the nature of knowledge places emphasis on the distinction 
between knowledge and belief, different types of knowing, the problem of skepticism, the role of perception in 
knowledge, and the nature of truth. 
 
PHIL 307 ANALYTIC PHILOSOPHY (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 or 
consent of instructor.. This  study of contemporary linguistic philosophy as a major reaction to nineteenth 
century idealism includes the work of G.E. Moore, Be rtrand Russell, A.J. Ayer, and Ludwig Wittgenstein. 
 
PHIL 308 EXISTENTIALISM (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 or consent 
of instructor. This course examines the existential nature of human beings as they encounter and search for 
meaning in existence. Topics for discussion include such existential themes as authenticity, guilt, personal 
freedom, and the meaning of death. Course readings include the writings of theistic and atheistic 
existentialists. 
 
PHIL 310 CLASSIC AMERICAN PHILOSOPHERS (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 
or PHIL 204 or consent of instructor. This course is an analysis of the philosophy writings of major 
American philosophers from the Pragmatic and Idealistic schools including Charles Sanders Peirce, 
William James, and John Dewey. 
 



PHIL 311 GREEK PHILOSOPHY (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 or 
consent of instructor. This introduction to Greek philosophy focuses primarily on Plato and Aristotle. 
 
PHIL 312 MODERN EUROPEAN PHILOSOPHY (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or 
PHIL 204 or consent of instructor. This study of seventeenth and eighteenth century European philosophers 
includes Descartes, Locke, Berkeley, Hume, and Kant. 
 
PHIL 313 SYMBOLIC LOGIC (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 or consent 
of instructor.This beginning course in symbolic formal logic introduces students to the formalization of 
arguments and the formal nature of deduction. 
 
PHIL 314 THE MIND AND BRAIN (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 or 
consent of instructor. This course is an examination of various theories of what the mind is and its relation to the 
body. Key concepts such as consciousness, belief, sensation, perception, and desire are discussed. 
 
PHIL 315 THE PHILOSOPHY OF LAW (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 
or consent of instructor. This course is an exa mination of various theories of what comprises a legal system. 
Attention is given to a number of related issues including the role of morality in the formation of a legal 
system, legal justice, the proper limits of state authority over an individual citizen’s autonomy, and theories 
of punishment. 
 
PHIL 316 ETHICAL ISSUES IN BUSINESS (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 
204 or consent of instructor. This course examines moral issues related to business, including conflicts of 
interest, the social responsibility of corporations, affirmative action, and preferential treatment. 
 
PHIL 317 ETHICAL ISSUES IN MEDICINE (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 
204 or consent of instructor. This course analyzes moral issues related to the areas of health care such as 
informed consent, abortion, physician-patient relationship, and the just distribution of health care. 
 
PHIL 319 MEDIEVAL PHILOSOPHY (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 or 
consent of instructor. Philosophical themes of the Middle Ages are related to the Neoplatonic and 
Aristotelian traditions as they influenced major thinkers of the period. Themes include wisdom as the goal 
of inquiry; the relationship between faith and reason; the existence of God; the nature of humanity; and the 
immortality of the soul. Problems are explored in relation to the two traditions through contributions by 
major philosophers of the period. 
 
PHIL 370 GOD, FAITH, AND EVIL (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 or 
consent of instructor. This course examines philosophical problems relating to religious faith. 
 
PHIL 400 THESIS GUIDANCE (3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 or consent 
of instructor and senior standing. Supervision of senior thesis. Topic to be decided by student with approval 
of advisor. 
 
PHIL 408-409 PHILOSOPHY SEMINAR (3,3)  Prerequisite: Senior major and PHIL 
200 or PHIL 204 or consent of instructor. This seminar course sequence in the writings of a particular 
philosopher is open to philosophy majors and to majors in other programs with special interest in the 
philosopher or problem under consideration. 
 
PHIL 411 INDEPENDENT STUDY (1-3)  Prerequisite: PHIL 200 or PHIL 204 or 
consent of instructor. Students may pursue individual study in philosophy during the junior and senior  years. 
The course is given on a tutorial basis. Frequent conferences with instructors, reports, and formal term 
papers are required. 
 
PHYSICS COURSES (PHYS) 
 



PHYS 141-142 COLLEGE PHYSICS (4, 4)  Each semester: Three hours lecture and two 
hours  laboratory. This intensive algebra and trigonometry based physics course sequence is for students 
majoring in the natural sciences. The course is designed to meet the needs of students preparing for 
MCATs. Content of the course includes mechanics, properties of matter, thermodynamics, waves and 
sound, electricity and magnetism, optics, quantum physics, and nuclear physics. One laboratory per week. 

PHYS 161 PHYSICS I (4)  Prerequisite: MATH 103 or concurrent enrollment in 
MATH 103. Three hours lecture and two hours laboratory. This course is a calculus-based survey of 
classical physics, providing a background for persons who intend to use physics as a base for the applied 
physical science major or for other science disciplines.  This course introduces the student to Newton’s 
laws including their application to statics and dynamics; to momentum and energy and their respective 
conservation principles; rotational and angular quantities, and, if time allows, to the basic ideas of heat and 
thermodynamics. Applied physical science majors and engineering students are required to take both PHYS 
161 and 162.  
 
PHYS 162 PHYSICS II (4) Prerequisites:  PHYS 161, MATH 103, MATH 104 (or 
concurrent enrollment in MATH 104).  Three hours lecture and two hours laboratory. This continuation of 
a calculus-based survey of classical physics introduces students to the physics of waves, including sound, to 
basic electromagnetic theory and optics  
 
PHYS 180 ASTRONOMY (3)  Three hours lecture. This course is a study of the 
earth, sun, moon, stars, eclipses, ocean tides, the calendar, planets , comets, meteors, the nature and 
structure of our own galaxy, and the distant galactic systems. This course is descriptive in nature and is 
designed primarily for non-science majors who wish to broaden their comprehension of the physical 
universe. 
 
PHYS 211 PHYSICS III (4)  Prerequisites: PHYS 162, MATH 211 or concurrent 
enrollment in MATH 211. Three hours lecture and three hours laboratory. This study of twentieth-century 
developments in physics includes an introduction to condensed-matter physics, relativity, atomic physics, 
radioactivity, waves and particles, and nuclear processes. 
 
PHYS 309 CLASSICAL MECHANICS (4) Prerequisites:  PHYS 162, MATH 211, 
MATH 301 (or concurrent enrollment in MATH 301).  Three hours lecture and one hour problem session.  
This  course introduces the study of kinematics, particle dynamics, central forces and planetary motion, 
oscillations, energy, and momentum. The Lagrange and Hamilton formulations of mechanics are also 
introduced 
 
PHYS 312 ELECTROMAGNETIC THEORY (4)  Prerequisites:  PHYS 162, 
MATH 211, MATH 301 (or concurrent enrollment in MATH 301).  Three hours lecture and three hours 
laboratory.  This course introduces students to DC and AC circuits, electrostatics and magnetostatics in free 
space and materials, Maxwell’s equations, boundary conditions, and electromagnetic waves 
 
PHYS 318 QUANTUM MECHANICS  (4) Prerequisites: PHYS 211, MATH 
211, and MATH 301 or concurrent enrollment in MATH 301.  Three hours lecture and one hour problem 
session. This course introduces the methods of quantum theory. The Schrodinger approach is developed 
and is applied to the hydrogen atom, angular momentum, scattering theory, time -independent perturbation 
theory, and other topics.  



 
PHYS 333 COMPUTATIONAL PHYSICS (4)  Prerequisites:   PHYS 211, MATH 
211, and MATH 301 (or concurrent enrollment in MATH 301).  Three hours lecture and one hour problem 
session.  This course develops the application of higher mathematics and the computer to the analysis and 
simulation of realistic physical systems. Topics covered typically include finite-difference approximations, 
Fourier analysis, Fourier transforms, Fast Fourier transforms, numerical integration, applications of Monte 
Carlo methods, solutions of differential equations, numerical solutions of Laplace’s equation, and the 
application of matrix methods. Symbolic mathematical software is also introduced 
 
PHYS 375 SPECIAL TOPICS- STATISTICAL THERMODYNAMICS (4)  
Prerequisites:  PHYS 211, MATH 211, and MATH 301 (or concurrent enrollment in MATH 301).  Three 
hours lecture and one hour problem session.  Microscopic analysis of the physical world is developed using 
statistical methods. Macroscopic thermodynamics is then developed from microscopic results. More formal 
ideas of classical statistical thermodynamics, including the partition function, are then studied. Quantum 
statistical mechanics is also introduced. 
 
PHYS 403 INDEPENDENT STUDY IN PHYSICS (1-3)  Prerequisites: Approval 
of faculty sponsor and School dean.  This course provides opportunity for pursuit of individual interests and 
projects not covered in other available courses. The area for investigation is developed in consultation with 
a faculty member and credit dependent on the nature of the work. May be repeated for no more than six 
credits. 
 
PHYS 432     OPTICS (4)  Prerequisites:  PHYS 211, MATH 211, and MATH 
301 (or concurrent enrollment in MATH 301).  Three hours lecture and three hours laboratory.  A study is 
made of the properties of electromagnetic waves, particularly in the visible spectrum. Wave descriptions of 
scattering, reflection, interference, diffraction, and polarization are developed. The course also treats 
aspects of geometrical optics, including lenses and lens defects  
 
POLITICAL SCIENCE COURSES (POLI) 
 
POLI 110 CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL PROBLEMS (3)  This course serves 
as an introduction to American national government, with attention to its founding principles, key 
institutions, the role of public opinion and the development of public policy. Throughout, there will be 
careful analysis of current events. 
 
POLI 111-112 THE QUEST FOR JUSTICE, I and II (3, 3)  A sequence of readings and 
discussions develop the student’s grasp of the basic issues that underlie the political dynamism of Western 
society. Special emphasis is given to the moral and philosophical dimensions of these issues and their 
relationship to current political questions and the concerns of other academic disciplines. Reading, class 
discussions, and written assignments are drawn from classic works in politics, economics, philosophy, and 
literature. 
 
POLI 221 AMERICAN POLITICAL CULTURE (3)  Prerequisite:  one of the 
following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112.  This course is a survey and critique of the 
meanings attributed to various aspects of the American constitutional order and the politics associated with 
it. Classic American literature including fiction and non-fiction, films, primary historical sources, 
significant government documents, and social science research are assigned to promote student debate and 
discussion of each aspect of the course. 
 
POLI 253 CLASSICAL POLITICAL THOUGHT (3)  Prerequisite:  one of the 
following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112,  or consent of instructor.  This course is 
a study of the leading classical and medieval political thinkers including Plato, Aristotle, and Augustine 
with emphasis on reading and discussing their works. 
 
POLI 254 MODERN POLITICAL THOUGHT (3)  Prerequisite:  one of the 
following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor.  This course is a 



study of the leading modern political thinkers including Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, and Marx 
with emphasis on reading and discussing their works. 
 
POLI 257 CAMPAIGNS, ELECTIONS, AND PROPAGANDA (3)  Prerequisite:  
one of the following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of the instructor.  
This course reviews the place of elections in American constitutional order as the principal mode of citizen 
participation and of campaigns to influence those elections. Particular attention is given to contemporary 
reliance on paid advertising, including direct mailing and television, and questions of campaign finance and 
corruption. Critical attention is directed to the replacement of public policy debate by the images and 
rhetoric of celebrity culture. 
 
POLI 258 STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS (3)    
Prerequisite:  one of the following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of 
instructor.  This examination of the role of the states and localities in American government and politics 
emphasizes federal-state relations, state legislatures, governors, state courts, and the structure of local 
government. 
 
POLI 259 COMMUNITY, UTOPIA, AND THE PROBLEM OF PUBLIC LIFE (3) 
Prerequisite:  one of the following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of 
instructor.  This course provides a critical review of the major concepts of community that have shaped the 
discussion of public life in the United States and the relationship of these concepts to underlying 
expectations of a perfectible future with particular attention given to the light shed on these topics by direct 
experience. Materials used include classic readings in politics, fictional accounts of community life, and 
contemporary accounts of community-based governance. 
 
POLI 260 GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS OF SOUTHERN ASIA (3)  
Prerequisite:  one of the following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of 
instructor.  This course is a survey of contemporary political and governmental processes and institutions 
of southern Asia with particular attention given to the colonial legacy, post-independence political 
institutions, the processes of political evolution, the role of religion in politics, and foreign policy responses 
to big-power rivalry in the region. 
 
POLI 265 POLITICS OF EAST ASIA (3)  Prerequisite:  one of the following 
courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor.  This course offers a 
survey of the political traditions and contemporary political practice of major East Asian societies including 
those of China, Japan, and Korea. The primary focus is a comparison of contemporary political 
development, government institutions, domestic issues, and foreign policies within and among the countries 
of the region. 
 
POLI 270 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (3)  Prerequisites: One of the following 
courses: INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor. This course analyzes the 
politics amo ng nation-states with particular attention to the political, military, technological, and economic 
forces at work shaping the post-Cold War world. Students also explore theories of international conflict and 
cooperation. 
 
POLI 275 LATIN AMERICAN POLITICS (3)  Prerequisite:  one of the following 
courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor.  An analysis of the 
political systems of Latin America, this course examines political development from the colonial period to 
the present as well as the principal actors of the Catholic Church, the military, labor, and political parties. 
Studies links between politics and economic underdevelopment and the influence of the United States in 
the region are included. The history and future of democracy in the region are considered. 
 
POLI 283 COMPARATIVE GOVERNMENT: MAJOR EUROPEAN POWERS 
(3)  Prerequisite:  one of the following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent 
of instructor.  This course analyzes the governmental structures and politics in France, Germany, and other 
European nations. Attention is also given to European organizations such as NATO, the European Union 



(EU), and the reforming political systems in southern and eastern Europe. Students participate in a 
simulation of the European Union. 
 
POLI 290 AMERICAN PUBLIC POLICY (3)  Prerequisites: POLI 111, or POLI 
112 (or equivalent courses). This review of the policy-making and policy-execution processes in 
contemporary American governance focuses on the workings of Congress and federal administrative 
agencies, particularly on the linkages between legislation and administration. Problems of public 
participation and knowledge are critically reviewed as well as the necessary environment for effective 
public administration. 
 
POLI 301 POLITICS OF DEVELOPING NATIONS (3)  Prerequisites: one of the 
following courses: INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor. This course 
provides an examination of developing nations with a view toward understanding problems inherent in 
social, economic, and political change including the creation of nationalist sentiments, calls for democracy, 
improving the conditions of life, and promoting security and stability. 
 
POLI 303 TERRORISM AND REVOLUTION (3)  Prerequisite:  one of the 
following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor.  This course is a 
comparative analysis of two major forms of political violence. Major revolutions of the twentieth century 
are the focus with particular attention to the Communist revolutions in Russia and China, the anti-colonial 
revolutions in Vietnam and Algeria, and the recent democratic revolutions in Eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Union. Theories and explanations of terrorism are explored with attention given to the ways 
terrorists and the media influence each other and to various proposals for controlling terrorism. 
 
POLI 304 INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION AND WORLD POLITICS (3)  
Prerequisite:  one of the following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of 
instructor.  This course examines the role of international organizations in world affairs. Study includes the 
United Nations, major regional political and economic organizations, and the impact of non-governmental 
international organizations. Current events are heavily emphasized. The course is also used to prepare 
students for model United Nations exercises. 
 
POLI 306 COMPARATIVE FOREIGN POLICY (3)  Prerequisite:  one of the 
following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor.  This course 
investigates the development, determinants, and direction of the foreign policies of key nation-states in 
contemporary international relations including Russia, Germany, China, India, Japan, and the United 
States. The course includes simulation exercises and is used to help prepare students for participation in 
model United Nations activities. 
 
POLI 311 THE AMERICAN PRESIDENCY (3)  Prerequisite:  one of the following 
courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor.  This course explores the 
formal and informal powers of the American presidency in the American constitutional system. Students 
examine presidential elections; White House relationships with Congress, the public, the media, the courts, 
and the bureaucracy; and the practice of presidential leadership at home and abroad. 
 
POLI 321 POLITICAL SCIENCE RESEARCH METHODS (3) Prerequisite: 
POLI 290. This junior-level course prepares students to write their senior theses. Required of all political 
science majors, the course examines how disciplined political knowledge (political science) is developed 
and reported. Students learn to develop and test hypotheses, prepare research designs, collect data, and use 
statistical analysis. 
 
POLI 325-326 CONSTITUTIONAL LAW IN THE UNITED STATES (3, 3) 
Prerequisite:  one of the following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of 
instructor.  This course sequence is a survey of constitutional interpretation by the U.S. Supreme Court 
using the case method. The structure and powers of the American governmental system will be treated 
during the first semester. The second semester is devoted to the study of individual rights. 
 



POLI 331-332 NATIONAL MODEL UNITED NATIONS I, II (1, 2)  Prerequisites:INTL 
101 or POLI 111 or POLI 112, or instructor’s permission. This course sequence prepares students to 
participate in the College’s National Model United Nations activities in New York. Special attention is paid 
to researching the assigned country’s foreign policy and to learning parliamentary procedure, debate, and 
caucusing skills. 
 
POLI 340 INDEPENDENT STUDY IN POLITICAL SCIENCE (1-3)  
Prerequisite:  POLI 290 or consent of instructor.  For independent study credit, a student may undertake 
specialized reading, research, and writing, but only with approval in advance from the supervising 
instructor. 
 
POLI 362 RECENT POLITICAL THOUGHT (3)  Prerequisite:  one of the 
following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor.  This course 
provides a systematic examination of the principal political ideas, which influenced the politics of the 
twentieth century: constitutional democracy, democratic socialism, Nazism, Marxism, Leninism, 
Communitarianism, and Anarchism. 
 
POLI 372 UNITED STATES FOREIGN POLICY (3)  Prerequisites: one of the 
following courses: INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor. This course 
examines the distinctive heritage of the United States in foreign affairs, the strengths and weaknesses of 
American foreign policy-making processes, and the means at the disposal of policy-makers to carry out 
foreign policy in contemporary world affairs. 
 
POLI 375 U. S.-LATIN AMERICAN RELATIONS (3)  Prerequisite:  one of the 
following courses:  INTL 101, POLI 110, POLI 111, or POLI 112, or consent of instructor.  This course 
examines relations between the countries of Latin America and the United States and considers the 
historical influence of the United States on Latin American countries’ political, social, and economic 
development and how these relations have changed from Latin American independence to present-day. It 
includes analyses of current topics such as immigration, NAFTA, and the growing Hispanic influence 
within the United States society and politics. 
 
POLI 399 INTERNSHIP (1-6)  Prerequisites: Juniors or seniors with a 2.25 
minimum QPA; approval of written proposal by internship coordinator, supervising faculty, and School 
dean prior to registration. In a small number of cases, students may earn credit for participation in an 
internship with a government agency, law firm, political campaign, or nonprofit organization. Limited 
internship opportunities are available and must be jointly directed by a faculty sponsor and the responsible 
agency administrator. (See “Internships.”) 
 
POLI 410 SENIOR THESIS SEMINAR (3)  Prerequisites:  POLI 290, POLI 321, and 
at least two other 300-level courses .  The senior seminar is designed to be a capstone course in which the 
student, utilizing substantive and methodological knowledge accumulated through previous coursework, 
develops and tests a relevant political hypothesis or closely related set of hypotheses. The course 
culminates with the writing and presentation of a formal research paper. 
 
PSYCHOLOGY COURSES (PSYC) 
 
PSYC 103-104 GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY (3, 3)  Corequisite: PSYC 105L-106L. Three 
hours lecture per semester. This course sequence provides an overview of the sub fields of psychology. 
 
PSYC 105L-106L GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY LABORATORY (1, 1)  Two hours 
laboratory per semester. This course serves as an introduction to the laboratory techniques of psychology. 
 
PSYC 212 INTRODUCTION TO BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION (3) Strongly 
Recommended: PSYC 106L or consent of instructor. Three hours lecture. This course studies the use of 
principles of learning and experimental design in the modification of a wide variety of human behaviors. 
 



PSYC 213 PSYCHOLOGY OF EXCEPTIONALITIES (3)  Three hours lecture. 
This course is designed to impart a basic understanding of persons with disabilities. It provides pre-service 
teachers with knowledge regarding disability-related laws, rules, and regulations (both state and federal), as 
well as definitions, causes, and characteristics of disability (all within a social-cultural, political, medical, 
psychological, and educational context). 
 
PSYC 215 HEALTH PSYCHOLOGY (3)  Strongly Recommended: PSYC 103-104 
or consent of instructor. Three hours lecture. This course examines the psychological, biological, and social 
factors involved in the promotion and maintenance of health and the prevention and treatment of illness. 
Students learn about the interaction of mind and body while exploring such topics as nutrition and eating 
disorders; cancer and heart disease; chronic illness and pain management; AIDS; smoking and alcoholism; 
and stress and coping. 
 
PSYC 230 PSYCHOLOGY OF AGING (3)  Strongly Recommended: SOCI 240. Three 
hours lecture. This introductory overview course examines the conceptual and theoretical approaches to the 
psychological aspects of aging. Personality variables, adaptive as well as maladaptive behavioral patterns 
are also studied. 
 
PSYC 241 DEVELOPMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY (3)  Three hours lecture. Growth, 
development, and associated behavioral change from conception through aging are studied in this course. 
 
PSYC 274 STATISTICS FOR PSYCHOLOGISTS (4)  Three hours lecture and two 
hours laboratory. This course introduces descriptive and inferential statistics with particular emphasis on 
applications to psychological research. A required laboratory supplements lectures. 
 
PSYC 275 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY (4)  Prerequisites: PSYC 103-104, 105L-
106L, PSYC 274, or consent of instructor. Three hours lecture and two hours laboratory. This course 
examines experimental and non-experimental strategies used in psychology and other scientific disciplines. 
Studies are critiqued, designed, and conducted. Students are required to use the writing style of the 
American Psychological Association for their reports. 
 
PSYC 302 SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY (3) Corequisites: PSYC 103-104 or consent of 
instructor. Three hours lecture. This course analyzes the effects of others in the social environment on 
individual behavior. Topics include group dynamics, attitude theory, aggressive and pro-social behavior, 
and person perception. 
 
PSYC 302L SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY RESEARCH LABORATORY (1) 
Prerequisite: PSYC 302. Two hours laboratory. An optional laboratory focused on research in social 
psychology. Students investigate a topic of interest, design a proposal, conduct research, analyze 
information, and present results. 
 
PSYC 305 HUMAN MEMORY AND INFORMATION PROCESSING (4)  
Prerequisites: PSYC 103-104, 105L-106L, PSYC 275, or consent of instructor. Three hours lecture and two 
hours laboratory. Students must enroll in both the laboratory and lecture sections of this course, which is a 
study of current approaches to human information processing, encoding, storage, retrieval, and models of 
forgetting and memory storage. Laboratory exercises are computer-based and demonstrate concepts studied 
in class. 
 
PSYC 306 THEORIES OF PERSONALITY (3)  Prerequisites: PSYC 103-104, 
105L-106L, or consent of instructor. Three hours lecture. A study of both the historical roots and the 
contemporary bases of personality theory are studied. 
 
PSYC 308 ABNORMAL BEHAVIOR (3)  Prerequisites: PSYC 103-104, 105L-
106L, or consent of instructor. Three hours lecture. This course studies a variety of disturbing behaviors as 
well as determining factors, symptoms, and methods of treatment. 
 



PSYC 311 SENSORY PROCESSES AND PERCEPTION (4)  Prerequisites: PSYC 
103-104, 105L-106L, PSYC 275, or consent of instructor. Three hours lecture and two hours laboratory 
Students must enroll in both the laboratory and lecture sections. This course examines cognitive 
information processing which occurs in the reception, integration, and interpretation of incoming sensory 
stimuli, and the physiological and anatomical bases of these processes. Laboratory exercises are computer-
based and demonstrate concepts studied in class. 
 
PSYC 312 LEARNING AND MOTIVATION (4)  Prerequisites: PSYC 275 or consent 
of instructor. Three hours lecture and two hours laboratory Students must enroll in both the laboratory and 
lecture sections of the course as in the case of Psychology 275. The course focuses on a detailed analysis of 
data pertaining to theories of learning and to the determinants of behavior change. 
 
PSYC 315 DRUGS AND BEHAVIOR (3)  Prerequisites: PSYC 103-104 or consent 
of instructor. Three hours lecture. The biochemical and physiological basis of drug action is presented as a 
basis for understanding the physiological and behavioral effects of drugs. The major classes of drugs are 
discussed with particular emphasis on popular drugs of abuse such as alcohol, nicotine, cocaine, and 
marijuana. The use of drugs in the treatment of mental disorders is also discussed. 
 
PSYC 355 PHYSIOLOGICAL PSYCHOLOGY AND LABORATORY (4)  
Prerequisites: PSYC 103-104, 105L-106L, PSYC 275, or consent of instructor. Three hours lecture and two 
hours laboratory. This course involves the study of the biological bases of behavior. The focus is on the 
physiological mechanisms that mediate emotional, sexual, ingestive, and aggressive behaviors, as well as 
on the mechanisms mediating perceptual, learning, and memory processes. Laboratory exercises 
complement lectures and reading materials by providing hands-on experience with research techniques used 
in physiological psychology that illustrate the links between physiology and behavior. 
 
PSYC 370 READINGS OR RESEARCH IN PSYCHO LOGY (1-3)  Prerequisite: 
Consent of instructor. This course is offered to psychology majors who have a special interest in areas of 
psychology not covered by the regular courses. The applicant must select his/her own reading area and 
submit it to the instructor before registration. 
 
PSYC 392 INTRODUCTION TO PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS AND 
MEASUREMENT (3)  Prerequisites: PSYC 103-104, 105L-106L, and 308 or permission of instructor. 
Three hours lecture. This study of psychological testing includes theories of test construction, the nature of 
psychological testing, and the kinds of tests available. General types of tests for assessment of personality, 
abilities/intelligence, psychopathology, and neurological functioning will be studied. 
 
PSYC 392L INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATIONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
TESTS AND MEASUREMENT LAB (1)  Prerequisite or corequisite: PSYC 392. This course will be an 
application of the administration, scoring, and interpretation of educational and psychological tests for 
diagnostic purposes. 
 
PSYC 399 INTERNSHIP (2-6)  Prerequisite: Eighteen hours of psychology exclusive 
of introductory psychology. Juniors or seniors with a 2.25 minimum QPA; approval of written proposal by 
internship coordinator, supervising faculty, and School dean prior to registration. Internships occur in an 
agency or other institution involved in clinical services. (See “Internships.”) 
 
PSYC 401 HISTORY AND SYSTEMS OF PSYCHOLOGY (3)  Prerequisites: 
PSYC 103-104, 105L-106L, and 275. Three hours lecture. This course provides critical examination of both 
historical antecedents and discernable systems of contemporary psychology. It is recommended for the 
senior year after considerable coursework in psychology. 
 
PSYC 430 SPECIAL TOPICS IN PSYCHOLOGY (2-4)  Prerequisite: Senior 
status and/or consent of instructor. The purpose of this course is to provide a forum for faculty and students to 
pursue a more specialized course of study in psychology not covered by regular course offerings. 
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