CAMPUS FACILITIES MASTER PLANNING
Steering Committee Minutes – March 17, 2005

The Steering Committee meeting began at 8:35 a.m. with a van tour of the adjacent neighborhood.  Two large vans toured the area, with primary commentary by Mitch Wesolowski, VP for Business and Finance, and Ed Polloway, VP for Graduate Studies and Institutional Advancement.  Others present for the tour (and/or subsequent meeting) were Vernon Miles, John Eccles, Rita Detwiler, Howard Ramagli, Bradley Stevenson, Julius Sigler, Donna Whitehouse, Debbie Driscoll, Woody McKenzie, Rich Burke, Jeff Corney, Jeff Aultice, Jack Toms, Dawn Cloyd, and Steve Arnold.  Dr. Garren joined the meeting at 11:50 a.m. upon returning from an out-of-state trip.

I)
Recap of March 9 meeting with Lynchburg City representatives

Dean Miles and VP Wesolowski reviewed a meeting with City officials centering on the College’s master planning process.  College and City representatives discussed a wide range of topics of mutual planning interest.  The discussion was said to be both beneficial and productive, and will continue in the coming months, with the final LC master plan to be presented to City officials.

II)
Adjacent Neighborhood Property 
A review of the morning van tour showed approximately seventy (70) homes in the surrounding neighborhood, within the long-term boundary line proposed by the consultants, not currently owned by the College.  VP Wesolowski said this represents an approximate investment of seven-million-dollars to acquire these properties.
Detailed review of pending City sewer/road work, and the City’s willingness to abandon some streets, brought the group to consensus on several neighborhood items:
· close part of College Street behind Centennial Hall for green space
· upgrade/enhance Westwood Street as a primary LC entrance (add signage)

· pave current “freshman parking lot” (at Westwood); add lights, trees
· convert Brevard Street to green space

· reject the Filoni proposal of a cut-through road from Thomas Rd. to Vernon

· provide “back side” campus directions as either Breckenridge-to-Richmond-to-Westwood, or Breckenridge-to-Richmond-to-Vernon Street

· continue discussion with City regarding College Lake and the Blackwater Creek Trail system

· delay College Lake development discussion

· delay College Lake bridge discussion

· delay Crosstown Connector discussion

III)
Further Recommendations

The Steering Committee reviewed specifics from Filoni/Hohlfelder Options A, B, & C presented in February.  Consensus opinions were offered and will be shared with the planners to comprise their new Option D, to be presented March 23-24 during their next visit.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 p.m.
