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CITING WEB SOURCES CITING WEB SOURCES CITING WEB SOURCES       

MLA STYLE  
Online Journal and Magazine  Articles 

Magazine article from a commercial supplier (Index accessed through a Library subscription) where article is available as a pdf file: 

Author. “Article Title.” Magazine Name day mon. year: paging. Database Name. Medium of publication cited.  Access date.  

Belli, Brita. "Bold Urban Visions." E - The Environmental Magazine Jan. 2008: 10-12. Academic Search Complete. Web. 5 June 2009.  

Magazine article from a commercial supplier (Index accessed through a Library subscription) where article is 

available as an html file or other online format that does not reproduce the original pages and thus does not have 

individual page numbers: 

Author. “Article Title.” Magazine Name  day mon. year: n.pag. Database Name. Medium of publication cited.  Access date.  

Lennon, Christine. "The New Gold Standard." Time  2 Apr. 2009: n.pag. Academic Search Complete. Web. 24 May 2009.  

If there is no author, begin with “Article Title.” 

òSoundbytesó Newsweek 6 Apr. 2009,  n.pag. Academic Search Complete. Web. 3 June 2009.  

 Scholarly journal article from commercial supplier:  Follow the same guidelines with regard to pdf files vs. html files. 

Author. “Article title.” Journal Name  volume #.issue# (year): paging. Database Name. Medium of publication cited.  Access date.  

 Andrews, Timothy, Piers M. Forster, and Jonathan M. Gregory. "A Surface Energy Perspective on Climate Change." Journal of 

Climate 22.10 (2009): 2557-2570. Academic Search Complete. Web. 3 June 2009. 

 Journal article with 4 or more authors.   MLA has 2 options for citing articles with 4 or more authors. 

1. List all the authors following the standard MLA  format. 

Pollard, Stephan P., Jennie S. Popp, Edward E.Gbur, and Malcolm K. Cleaveland. "Multi-Family Dwelling Recyclables 

Generation and Composition." Journal of Solid Waste Technology & Management 33.3 (2007): 158-170.  Environment Complete. 

Web. 28 Mar. 2009. 

2. Give the first author’s name followed by a comma and the Latin phrase et al.(“and others”).  There is no period after the et in the 
phrase. 

Pollard, Stephan P., et al. "Multi-Family Dwelling Recyclables Generation and Composition." Journal of Solid Waste Technology & 

Management 33.3 (2007): 158-170. Environment Complete. Web. 28  Mar. 2009. 

Newspaper Articles  When the town or city is not part of the newspaper name,  include it immediately the newspaper name, in 

square brackets.  Do not italicize the city name]. 

Article from newspaper’s own Web page: 

Author. "Article Title/Headline.”  Newspaper Name.  Name of Publisher or sponsor of site, day mon. year.  Medium of publication. 

Access date. 
 

 Springston, Rex.  òDead Fish Showing Up Again in Western Va. Rivers.ó News and Advance [Lynchburg, VA]. Lynchburg News 

Advance, 1 June 2009. Web. 3 June 2009.  

 Article accessed through online database supplier: 
Author. “Article Title.” Newspaper Name. Publisher. Day mon. year, Edition (if given): paging or indicator of length. Database. Medium 

of publication. Access date . 

Harper, Scott òNext in Biofuels: Poultry Power.ó The Virginian-Pilot [Norfolk, VA]. 2 Sept. 2007. Newspaper Source Plus. 
Web. 24 Apr.2009. 
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 Web Pages  

A complete scholarly project or information database 

Author. Homepage Title. Ed. Editor’s first name, last name. Date. [last update or copyright date]. Medium of publication. Access date.  

  (If there is no author, begin with Homepage Title.) 

 

 A document within a scholarly project or information database 

Author. “Document Title” Project or Database Title.  Date [last update or copyright date]. Information supplier (if known). Access date. 

òA Blues Aesthetic.óRhapsodies in Black: Art of the Harlem Renaissance. (1997)   Institute of International Visual Arts   26 June 2009.  

 A chapter from an electronic book that also appears in print.  

Watson,  Jay  òThe Philosophy of Furniture, Or, Light In August and the Material Unconscious.ó  Faulkner and Material Culture: 

Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha, 2004.  Ed. Joseph R. Urgo, and Ann J. Abadie. Jackson: U P of Mississippi, 2007. 20-47. 

NetLibrary. Web. 8 June 2009. 

A letter in an archived collection reproduced online όƛŦ ƘŀƴŘǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ a{Φ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜΦ LŦ ǘȅǇŜŘΣ ¢{Φ ŦƻǊ άǘȅǇŜǎŎǊƛǇǘέ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘΦύ 

Stuart, Jesse. Letter to Roland D. Carter. 7 Nov. 1943. TS. Digital Library of Appalachia. Appalachian College Association Central Lib. 

Berea. Web.  8 June 2009. 

A photograph in a specific collection reproduced online 

Welty, Eudora. Home with Bottle-Trees (Simpson County) 1930s. Photograph. Eudora Welty Collection. 19 October 2007. Mississippi Dept. 

of Archives and History. The U. of Mississippi. Web. 8 June 2009. 

 A government document available online. 

United States. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Solid Waste. Municipal Solid Waste in the United States: 2007 Facts and Figures. 

Nov. 2008.  Web.  8 June 2009. 

An interview originally broadcast on radio, heard via audio copy on Website (see the MLA handbook for directions for handling published 

video and unpublished personal interviews). 

Heylin, Clinton. Interview. Did Shakespeare Want to Suppress His Sonnets? By Lynn Neary. Natl. Public Radio. n.p. 20 May 2009. Web. 11 

June 2009. 

If the item exists in more than one format on the Web, you may give the individual URL if a general search will not be specific 
enough to retrieve the item such as this Webcast excerpt of a speech given at the Library of Congress .  A simple Web search turns 
up a podcast of the  full lecture before the Webcast. 

Levitin,  Daniel.  òThe World in Six Songs: How the Musical Brain Created Human Nature.ó 18 Nov. 2008.  Webcast. Lib. of Cong.   

Music and The Brain Series.  Web. 9 June 2009. <http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=4497>. 

This last citation points up the need to check that the information you give in your citation will be sufficient for your reader (your 
professor) to retrieve the specific item you used. 

 
 

Not every Website will provide all the elements given in the models here.  If you have made a good faith effort to find 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇŀƎŜΣ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜΣ ƻǊ ŀ ǘŀō ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ŀƴ  ά!ōƻǳǘ ¦ǎΦέ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛon  
page, then give the information elements you are able to find.. 

 

  
 The citation formats in this handout are based on the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 7th ed. [REF LB2369 
.G53 2009].  Please refer to the handbook for additional information and types of citations.  Check with your professor for his or 
her preference in all matters of citation style.   
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