
performed experiments in the 

Central American countryôs 

famed cloud forests. Casey 

McManus ô10 commented on the 

importance of having a study 

abroad experience linked to 

oneôs academic discipline: 

ñBeing an environmental science 

major, it is important to have 

hands-on experiences so you 

know more than what you just 

read in a book. We explored the 

beaches of Manuel Antonio, 

heard rumbles from volcano 

Arsenal, and hiked through the 

rainforest; and doing that made 

me more passionate about the 

environment and opened my 

eyes to more than just the Blue 

Ridge Mountains.ò 

 LC study abroad programming 

will see more first time 

achievements in 2008-09 with 

global studies seminars to China,  

Canada, and Ireland. 

 

Study Abroad takes off  in 2008 
International programming at LC sees many first-t ime accomplishments 
Christian F. Wilwohl, Off-Campus Studies Coordinator 

Nearly 150 LC students 

participated in various study 

abroad programs during the 2007-

08 academic year ð many of 

these opportunities offered for the 

first time. All six of the Collegeôs 

schools sponsored study abroad 

programming, a significant first in 

the institutionôs history. 

 The numerous fist-time 

accomplishments began at winter 

break. A group of fourteen 

students traveled to Rome with 

Dr. Delane Karalow and Professor 

Barbara Rothermel, arriving just in 

time to celebrate the New Year. 

While in Rome, students studied 

the cityôs wonderful art and 

architecture, allowing LC students 

for the first time to fulfill their 

fine arts general education 

requirement through study abroad. 

Students and faculty will explore 

Rome once again during the 

coming winter break. The 

program has become so popular 

that students have been placed on 

a waiting list.  

 Many of the summer programs 

also proved to be first-time 

achievements. Most notably, the 

College launched its inaugural 

international service-learning 

program on the Caribbean island 

of St. Lucia. This program 

included the largest number of 

students ever to participate in a 

College-sponsored program and 

also marked the Collegeôs first 

study abroad opportunity for 

nursing and education students. 

The service-learning 

initiative in St. Lucia 

was also the first joint 

study abroad program 

between LC and nearby 

Randolph College 

(founded as Randolph-

Macon Womanôs 

College). 

 Last summer the 

School of Business and 

Economics sponsored 

its first joint-program 

with LCôs partnership 

school, Fachhochschule 

Vorarlberg, in Dornbirn, Austria. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Sally 

Selden, both undergraduate and 

M.B.A. students attended lectures 

and engaged in projects along 

with their Austrian counterparts. 

Such interaction proved to be 

beneficial to LC students.    

When asked about the program, 

Joe Sancio ô10 said, ñ(Working) 

with the Austrian students gave 

me a greater understanding of  

their culture and traditions. Also, 

they were able to provide me with 

insights about the workings of the 

Austrian business environment 

and differences between their 

industries and the United States.ò 

 Environmental science students 

also had the first-time opportunity 

to engage in a study abroad 

program related to their 

discipline. Dr. Tom Shahady led 

students to a Costa Rican field 

station where the group 

conducted research and 
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Longi tudes & Lat i tudes 

Environmental science students observe 

volcanic activity in Costa Rica during LCôs first 

ever study abroad program in this discipline. 
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International programming 
at LC is open to all 
Annette Stadtherr, international student advisor/Multicultural, 

Access, and Commuter Services coordinator 

 

The Office of Multicultural, Access, and Commuter 

Services (MACS) provides a variety of programming  

and services at LC for multi-racial, multi-ethnic, Access 

(adult learners age 25 and older), non-residential, and  

first-generation college students. When it comes to 

international student services, our office staff works 

collaboratively with International Programs to ensure 

successful and positive international educational 

experiences for all students at LC. 

 Immigration advising is a primary service we offer  

to international students and scholars. It is a tedious  

and often stressful process for our students, but we are 

fortunate that our success rate for our admitted 

international students in securing their student visa is  

very high. Currently, there are thirty-seven students 

representing twenty-one countries enrolled at Lynchburg College. These studentsô presence 

at LC internationalizes our campus and gives our students more cultural exposure. Each 

year the LC community tastes the flavors of the world at the International Food Festival, 

celebrated this year as part of International Education Week. This event would not be 

possible without the active participation and enthusiasm of our international students. All 

faculty, staff, and students are welcome to prepare food, as well. Last year, attendees 

enjoyed the cuisines of Palestine, Jamaica, South Korea, Ghana, Germany, and St. Lucia, 

just to name a few. 

 The Collegeôs International Society (IS), advised by the MACS Office, is a recognized 

student-governed organization that aims to provide educational and cultural programs to 

the LC community in an effort to promote cultural understanding, appreciation, and 

interest. The organization is open to all students, faculty, and staff who have an interest in 

international education, expanding their horizons, and meeting new people. IS meets 

regularly and has already organized a ñget-to-know-each-otherò cookout at International 

House, co-sponsored an Hispanic Heritage Month celebration in cooperation with the 

Hispanic Society, and hosted a Lynchburg Late Night Halloween costume party and dance.  

 LCôs sister school exchanges is another area where MACS works cooperatively with 

International Programs to provide intercultural opportunities for students. Lynchburg 

College enjoys partnerships with universities in South Korea, Japan, Austria, a newly 

established agreement with Laval University in Canada, as well as government ministries 

in the Bahamas and St. Lucia. This year LC is hosting twelve students respectively from 

Hannam University in South Korea , Fachhochschule Vorarlberg in Austria, the Bahamas, 

and St. Lucia. In return, LC is sponsoring study abroad programs to the Bahamas at winter 

break and next summer to Austria, South Korea, and Canada. Having students from these 

countries at LC provides the best enticement for LC students to go abroad and learn more 

about these cultures. The MACS Office staff led students to Hannam University in summer 

2006. Those who took part in the programðstaff and studentsðhave become more open to 

cultural experiences, seeing the world with more color and gaining a wider array of 

personal experiences from which to draw when making decisions. 

 On campus, the International House (IH) is a co-ed, multicultural, multi-national living 

environment where students share their cultures and national heritage through 

programming and daily interactions. Currently eight residents from Austria, Korea, St. 

Lucia, Ghana, the Bahamas, and the United States share the house. If you would like to be 

considered for this great housing opportunity where great events and great food are shared, 

contact MACS@lynchburg.edu. 
 

Annette Stadtherr (middle right) and 

Sandy Taliaferro (back left) take time 

out for a photo with MACS Office 

students on a beautiful autumn day. 

mailto:MACS@lynchburg.edu


Pure blue waters as far as the eye can see, 

warm sands sifting through your toes, and 

sunsets beyond compareðall very 

attractive reasons for participating in a 

study abroad program to St. Lucia. 

However, such images and sensations 

were only the icing on the cake for what 

thirty-eight Lynchburg College and eight 

Randolph College students experienced 

during the LCôs first international service-

learning program to the Caribbean island. 

 As a service to the St. Lucia Ministry of 

Education and under the leadership of  

Dr. Glenn Buck and Professor Jennifer 

Hutchinson, LC education and nursing 

students conducted pre-school entry 

screenings for more than 350 children 

ranging in age from three to five, thus 

engaging in a hands-on 

experience immersed in a 

culture they will never 

forget. Education major 

Logan Pippin ô11 shared 

that she has become 

appreciative of the United 

States educational system 

and ñenjoys seeing 

differences in kids and how 

we can interact with 

everyone so effectively.ò 

Likewise, Carmen 

Johnson ô11 considered 

the experience to be 

ñquite an eye-openerò and 

advised against writing 

off kids. ñSome are shy 

and need more attention. 

Donôt judge kids so fast, no matter where 

they come from,ò Carmen added. 

 While the nursing and education 

students conducted their screenings, 

international relations students from both 

colleges worked together on projects with 

disadvantaged youth. Partnerships 

blossomed with St. Aloysius Roman 

Catholic Boys School and the Center 

for Adolescent Renewal and Education 

(CARE). ñThese community projects 

ranged from working in classroom 

settings and coordinating community 

events that promoted self-esteem and self-

worth among youths in a fishing village to 

getting their hands dirty painting a 

community hall and helping build a 

garden for pre-schoolers,ò said LC 

international relations professor Sabita 

Manian. ñIf I were a student, this 

experience would have been the 

pinnacle of my college life.ò  

 Dr. Manian, along with Professor 

Brad Bullock of Randolph College, led 

the international relations students on 

their service projects. 

 One such project involved repainting a 

school for children with 

disabilities. As a sign of 

immense gratitude, the St. 

Lucian students put on a 

performance of Caribbean 

dancing which left a lasting 

impression on students 

from both campuses here 

in Lynchburg. ñMy brother 

is autistic. Seeing that there 

were so many difficulties 

with a lack of resources in 

the school, yet so much 

enthusiasm and active 

learning, was inspiring,ò 

said education major 

Ashley Schmidt ô10. 

 Students experienced 

what Dr. Buck refers to as 

the ñreal St. Lucia.ò Program participants 

were not merely tourists, but also 

encountered the richness of the island 

nation firsthand through their service, 

cultural events, and even busting their toes 

in sand soccer with the locals. Nursing 

student Peter Wilcox ô09 commented,  

ñI never thought that something as simple 

as a soccer game would be such a cultural 
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LC students serve and learn in St. Lucia 
Collegeôs first international service- le ar n ing  p ro g ra m o f f e rs  s tud en ts   

a  wond er fu l  cu l t u r a l  expe r i ence  i n  t he  Ca r i bbe an 
Beverly Pfluger ô06, Community Engagement Coordinator 

experience along with such a beating on 

my feet.ò 

 The service-learning program has 

created a lasting impression in the minds 

and hearts of both students and faculty. 

ñOn this trip I have seen things that have 

instilled a strong belief in the strength of 

the human spirit. Despite not having a 

terrific education system and a struggling 

economy, these kids still get it,ò said 

sociology major Tyler Curtis ô09. ñI am 

glad that I was able to take this trip and 

would highly encourage other students to 

take a service-learning trip. You will 

definitely not come back the same.ò Tyler 

took part in the international relations 

component of the program. 

 LC faculty and students will return 

to St. Lucia next summer for another 

service-oriented program. ñI believe 

that the service-learning program was 

a remarkable cultural exchange which  

needs to be continued,ò said recent 

graduate program alumna Wendy 

Bailey ô08. Bailey, along with fellow 

St. Lucian alumna Karian Antoine ô08, 

played an active role in developing last 

summerôs program. 

Peter Wilcox ô09 (nursing) and Christina 

Pittman ô11 (education) conduct pre-school 

screenings in St. Lucia. 

I am glad that I was able 

to take this trip and would 

highly encourage other 

students to take a 

service-learning trip. You 

will definitely not com 

back the same. 

~Tyler Curtis ô09 

Seeing that there were so 

many difficulties with a 

lack of resources in the 

school, yet so much 

enthusiasm and active 

learning was inspiring. 

~Ashley Schmidt ô10  
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College expands 
activit ies with sister 
schools abroad 
Christian F. Wilwohl, Off-Campus Studies Coordinator  

LC has taken greater strides towards 

internationalization through exchange 

agreements with foreign universities. 

Increased participation in programs with  

partners abroad and greater contact with their 

students and faculty are offering excellent 

cross-cultural experiences to members of the 

LC community. 

 As part of the long-standing relationship 

with Hannam University in South Korea, five 

LC students took part in last summerôs Korean 

Studies Program in which Hannam hosted 

students from its partner schools for a three 

week language and cultural immersion 

experience. Rachel Safren ô09 comments, 

ñThis trip has given me a whole new 

appreciation for Asian cultures, good friends 

that I will have for a long time, a new 

confidence level, and a stronger sense of self.ò  

 In addition to South Korea, LC students  

had the opportunity to study abroad last 

summer at Fachhochschule Vorarlberg (FHV), 

the Collegeôs sister school in Dornbirn, 

Austria. This was the first time LC offered 

joint-programming with FHV. College faculty 

and students will return to Austria in summer 

2009 to teach and learn along side their 

Austrian counterparts. 

 Having led last summerôs group to FHV, 

Dr. Sally Selden comments, ñOverall, the 

relations between our students and those at 

FHV were outstanding inside and outside 

the classroom. The working teams were 

seamless and the students learned a  

great deal about each othersô cultures.ò 

 In turn, LC hosts students and faculty from 

partner schools abroad. Jin-young Kim and Ji-

yeon Kim, both of Hannam University, have 

joined the LC community for the academic 

year 2008-09. Hannm University professor of 

physics Dr. Cho Youk will spend the  

spring semester at LC giving special lectures 

and presentations. 

 Studying at LC this fall through the  

exchange program with FHV, 

Tamara Lins speaks highly of her 

experience. ñFor business students 

its an absolute must to study in the 

U.S. All the examples from the big 

companies here in America and 

how business works here are very 

interesting. And now whatôs going 

on with the financial crisis and the 

elections, its just amazing to be 

here and experience it all 

firsthand,ò says Tamara. 

 With an FHV student here for 

the semester, economics major  

Jon Jerrild ô10 has opted to study 

abroad in Austria as part of the 

Collegeôs exchange agreement. Jonôs 

instructors and classmates are both 

Austrian and international. Reporting 

from Austria, Jon says, ñStudying at a 

foreign university for a semester gives 

me an advantage because it allows me 

to understand global and domestic 

issues from many different 

perspectives. There is no doubt that we 

(as students) are learning from each 

other, whether it be about customs, 

language, habits, or even food.ò  

 The College has recently forged a 

relationship with Laval University in 

Quebec City, Canada. Dr. McCabe and 

Dr. Mayer will lead programs to Laval 

next summer with  focus on sociology 

and the French language. Students from 

Laval will have the opportunity to study 

at LC from fall 2009. 

 

 

  

LC students and Dr. Burke proudly don their 

hanbokðtraditional Korean dressðduring last 

summerôs Korean Studies program at LCôs 

sister school, Hannam Univeristy in Daejeon, 

South Korea. 

 

Faculty visit beautiful 

Guanajuato, Mexico 

for study abroad  

site visit  

Professors Ed DeClair and Kern 

Lunsford paid a visit to the 

colonial city of Guanajuato in 

September in preparation for next 

summerôs study abroad program 

to the historical Mexican city.  

During their stay, they evaluated 

the don Quixote Language School 

where LC students will take 

Spanish classes. Their time in Guanajuato also included a city-wide tour and visits 

with host families who will open their homes to students during the sojourn. In 

addition to Spanish classes, students will also have the opportunity to take a travel 

writing course for English credit. Dr. Chidsey Dickson will teach the writing course 

while Dr. Georg Schwarzmann will guide the Spanish language students on this 

wonderful opportunity. Participation in the program will allow students to fulfill their 

foreign language general education requirement through study abroad. 

While studying in Mexico next summer, students will 

visit the impressive Teatro Juarez in Guanajuatoðjust 

one of the amazing sites students will explore during 

their study abroad experience. 


