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To Be a Jew in Lynchburg, Virginia 
Concerns 

 

Our sympathies are  
extended  to: 
 Kerol Daniel (grad student) 

on the death of his grand-
mother. 

 

Spiritual Life Center 

434-544-8348   

www.lynchburg.edu/spirituallife 

 

Regularly Scheduled Meetings 
 

For a list of our regularly scheduled meetings during the academic year,  

go to the Spiritual Life website—www.lynchburg.edu/spirituallife  

and select ―Spiritual Life Fall Semester Calendar.‖ 

Sunday Worship 
Opportunities 
on Campus 

 
 

 Roman Catholic Mass - 
4:30 p.m., Snidow Chapel 

 
 Lynchburg Christian 

Fellowship [lcf] - 10:30 
a.m. , Sydnor Performance 
Hall. 

 
 Quaker Meeting – 10:30 

a.m., Spiritual Life Center 

 ‗Tis the season of the Jewish High Holidays – the Jewish New Year 

(Rosh Hashana) and the day of atonement (Yom Kippur). Jews around the 

world and right here on campus are taking stock of their actions over the 

last year and attending services at the synagogue to mark this sacred time. 

At the service for Rosh Hashana the Rabbi posed this question: ―What does 

it mean to be a Jew in Lynchburg, Virginia?‖ Initially the answer seemed 

easy.  
 

 To be a Jew in Lynchburg means that I am a part of a special tribe 

chosen by G-d.* To be a Jew in Lynchburg means that I am part of some-

thing that includes less than 1% of the world‘s population. Of course, those 

are only surface answers, and when I actually took the time to really con-

template the question on a more personal level, I discovered that being Jew-

ish in Lynchburg means that when I hear someone say, ―Oh, I jewed them 

down,‖ it hurts. It means that I get compared to Barbara Streisand a lot 

even though I can‘t sing, don‘t have a New York accent, and don‘t look a 

thing like her. It means that as a high school student I had a boy named Ed 

follow me home from school every day for several weeks threatening to kill 

me because I was Jewish. It means I had pennies thrown at me in the hall of 

my high school. It means that I had Christians say to me, at my mother‘s 

funeral, that they were sorry my mother wasn‘t going to heaven. But it also 

means that I come from a very VERY long line of survivors and as a result, I, 

despite any of my hardships, possess the strength and the wisdom of all who 

came before me.  
 

 Not everyone is so lucky. A day or two after the Rosh Hashana ser-

vice, I happened upon a TV show about two teenage boys who recently com-

mitted suicide as a result of being bullied, and I was heartbroken by their 

stories. Just when I was feeling melancholy about all that I had endured 

over my lifetime, I am introduced to two young people who will never be 

able to reach that time in their life where they can look back at their pain 

and truly know that it gets better. I thought about the phrase Tikkun Olam 

(Hebrew – repairing the world) and realized that this is what the Rabbi was 

asking us to consider. Not the ―all about me‖ perspective or even the global 

Jewish perspective but the human perspective. ―What does it mean to be a 

Jew in Lynchburg‖ really translates into ―How am I called as a Jew in 

Lynchburg to repair the world.‖ Which for me turns into ―In what way can I 

help save the next little bullied boy or girl from thinking that their plight will 

never end and death is the only way out?‖ As part of that commitment for 

me it means working toward true community for all people.   
 

 Perhaps that is one of the reasons I have worked so hard on next 

Tuesday‘s Coming Out Day Service (see below) and why I am such a huge 

fan of the Allies Institute. Giving a voice to those who otherwise don‘t have 

one is what it means for me to be a Jew in Lynchburg. 
 

By Andrea Roth, Hillel Coordinator 
 

* For the Jewish community, the name of the Divine is so sacred that it can-

not actually be uttered. So in place of writing the name, the expression G-d 

is used. Also, once the full name is written on a document, that item actually 

becomes divine.  

 

Dates to Remember 
Date/Time/Location Event Description 

Friday, October 7 

10 and 11 a.m. 

Sydnor Performance Hall 

Witness for Peace 

Speaker—John Henry 

Gonzalez Duque 

Leading human rights 

organizer from  

Colombia 

Tuesday, October 11 

7 p.m. 

Snidow Chapel 

Coming Out Day  

Service 

Featuring Jennifer 

Knapp & Lianna Carrera 

Passages . . . 

through grief 
 

A group for those who 

have had significant loss—

death, divorce, 

relationship strain,  

health issues.  

 

Learn to understand and 

cope with grief.  Bring 

hope back to your life. 
 

When:  6 sessions held on 

Thursdays, beginning 

Oct. 13 

Time:  7-9 p.m. 

Where:  First Christian 

Church (3109 Rivermont 

Ave. 

Cost:  $75 per person 

(scholarships available) 

 

For more information 

and to register, please 

call Susan Williams at 

434-944-8458 

 

Did You Know? 

Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) 

begins at Sundown on October 

7th.  Worship begins with Kol 

Nidre, asking forgiveness for 

unkept promises and vows. 

http://www.lynchburg.edu/spirlife
http://www.lynchburg.edu/spirlife
http://www.lynchburg.edu/spirituallife

