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' Welcome to the Chaplain’s Corner newsletter. If you have a joy or concern

2oy you'd like to share with our staff, send an e-mail or give us a call at Ext.

Concerns

Our sympathies are extended

to:

e Courtney Garner (senior,
Barboursville, VA) on the
death of her grandfather.

e The family, friends, and col-
leagues of Sherba Wallace
(formerly in the Business

Office), who died on October

8th in Fernandina Beach, FL.

Anyone who has experienced
a loss is invited to attend the
Service of Remembrance.
See * below for details. If you
cannot attend, you may reply
to this e-mail or call the
Chaplain’s Office to have a
candle lit in your absence.

Congrats
o Jill Foster ‘99 and her hus-
band Wesley on the birth of

their son. John Austin Foster

was born on September 8th.
He weighed 7 pounds, 4
ounces and was 20 1/2
inches long. He joins big

sister Sadie.
|

The Black Jew

Dialogues
Wednesday, November 2
8 p.m. - Ballroom
Sponsored by Hillel,
MACs and BSA

Eid al-Adha:
Festival of
Sacrifice

Interfaith Event on
Monday, November 7

7 p.m. in Schewel 232

8348. We only share concerns with the campus community, via newsletter
or e-mail, with permission. You can view the current issue of our newsletter
(in PDF format), and previous issues, on the Spiritual Life page of the
Lynchburg College website—www.lynchburg.edu/spirituallife.

Hiking With Our Haitian Friends

Twelve years ago, a small group of Lynchburg College students vis-
ited the island nation of Haiti as part of a church sponsored retreat. Unlike
many similar mission trips, the objective was not to complete a project or
build a school or dig a well. Instead, the purpose of this trip was strictly rela-
tional. The students lived with local families and shared in their daily life
tasks throughout the week. And in helping to haul water, walk to the outdoor
market, cook over the charcoal fire, hand mash peanuts for peanut butter,
and countless other tedious duties, the students came to fall in love with
their Haitian hosts.

Upon their return to campus, one of the students, Rachael Tanner
‘02, wanted to do something to return the favor of hospitality she had re-
ceived in Haiti. She wanted to create a fundraising activity that reminded her
of the people of Haiti. Rachael thought about all the walking that Haitians do
on a daily basis. Only a very few select people in the community owned any
kind of motorized vehicle so the great majority did all their travel on foot -
often for hours at a time. So this freshman from Baltimore came up with the
idea of the “Hike for Haiti.” She explored possible routes, involved other stu-
dents in planning and preparation, and successfully inaugurated this now
annual tradition.

Since that first hike eleven years ago, thousands of dollars have been
raised to assist in a variety of projects and programs including solar panels,
a food storage warehouse, teacher salaries, money to purchase land for a
community garden, etc. For the 2011 hike, all proceeds will benefit the ex-
pansion of the school library.

This year’s hike will be held on Sunday, October 30"™. Participants
will meet at Snidow Chapel at 12:30 for an orientation and presentation
about the school and then travel by shuttle van to the Black Water Creek
Trail. The entire route is less than 5 miles on a relatively level paved bike
path that passes through a wooded area that is especially beautiful this time
of year. Hikers are asked to bring $10 to assist in the work of our partner-
ship school, the Matenwa Community Learning Center for Development.
www.matenwaclc.org.

In recent years, the organizers of the hike changed the name from
Hike for Haiti to Hike with Haiti — a small but important change, signifying
the sense of partnership and solidarity we feel with our Haitian sisters and
brothers. When we do something for another person, it may imply that they
are not capable of helping themselves. However, when we do something
with another, we acknowledged that there is a relationship of mutuality and
collaboration. Both parties contribute and benefit equally.

As we walk in solidarity on Sunday, may our steps remind us of the
journey that Haitians and others around the world make each day to lift
themselves out of extreme poverty and deprivation. May we be motivated to
give generously of our own resources even as we recognize all that we re-
ceive in return from them - living examples of courage, resilience, persever-
ance, and hope.

By Anne Gibbons, Associate Chaplain

Sunday Worship
Opportunities
on Campus

« Roman Catholic Mass—
4:30 p.m. Snidow Chapel

¢ Lynchburg Christian
Fellowship [Icf] - 10:30
a.m., Sydnor Performance
Hall

e Quaker Meeting — 10:30
a.m., Spiritual Life Center
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Dates to Remember

Date/Time/Location Event Description
Wednesday, October 26 Candlelight Vigil Sexual Assault
7 p.m. Awareness

Snidow Chapel

* Service of
Remembrance

Tuesday, November 1
10 p.m.
Snidow Chapel

Light a candle to
honor individuals
who have died

Wednesday, November 2
8 p.m.
Sydnor Performance Hall

Suffering, Grief, and
the Problem of Evil

Guest speakers spon-
sored by InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship

v

Regularly Scheduled Meetings v

For a list of our regularly scheduled meetings during the academic year,
go to the Spiritual Life website—www.lynchburg.edu/spirituallife
and select “Spiritual Life Fall Semester Calendar.”
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Spiritual Life Center
434-544-8348
www.lynchburg.edu/spirituallife
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