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CENTER FOR OUTDOOR ETHICS



Mission Statement

Then Leave No Trace Center for Outdoor Ethics is an educational
nonprofit organization dedicated to the responsible enjoyment and
active stewardship of the outdoors by all people, worldwide. The

Center achieves its mission through education, research and
partnerships.
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History




Leave No Trace
Program Roots

The Leave No Trace
program originated in
backcountry and
federally-designated
Wilderness areas in
the 19600s,
the passage of the
Wilderness Act in1964.

Il n the 197006s, the federal agenci
brochures. The program was slogan-based, with little national
leadership or inter-agency coordination.

Early names for the program included: Wilderness Manners,
Wilderness Ethics, Minimum-Impact Camping and No-Trace
Camping.



Leave No Trace
Program Development

Il n the 19800s
Traceo progr a
developed by the U.S.
Forest Service wilderness
managers as a humanistic
approach for wilderness
ethics and low impact

hiking and camping
practices.

Leave No Trace was selected as the name for an expanded national
program by the early 19900s; part |
management agencies and the National Outdoor Leadership School

( NOLS) . NOLS taught the first nMa:
River Range and helped produce educational materials.



Leave No Trace
Early nonprofit

In 1993 there was an Outdoor
Recreation Summit in D.C.,
which recommended the
creation of a nonprofit called
Leave No Trace, Inc., with
national headquarters in
Boulder, CO.

In 1994, Leave No Trace,
Inc., the nonprofit, was
created to guide
development, establish
partnerships, distribute
educational materials and
conduct fundraising.
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Leave NO Trace
Nonprofit

In 2003, Leave No Trace Inc.
became the Leave No Trace
Center for Outdoor Ethics,

often referred/ to the fnAThe

Center. o

The Center partners with land management agencies, outdoor
equipment manufacturers, retailers, outfitter/guide services, youth-
serving organizations, nonprofit organizations and educational
Institutions to promote minimum impact outdoor recreation.

The Center has nine staff members in Boulder and three teams of
traveling educators that provide education, training and outreach
across the United States.



