
Thompson Education Building Expansion
Bricks and Mortar for Teachers and Nurses: Meeting Critical Community Needs

The Need
Central Virginia relies on Lynchburg College’s School of Education
and Human Development and School of Health Sciences and Human
Performance to help meet the region’s critical need for educators and
nurses. Last year, more students chose majors in nursing and educa-
tion than any other majors at the College, yielding a combined en-
rollment of nearly 20 percent of the student body.

Education – A traditionally strong program at Lynchburg
College: LC alumni educators account for nearly 35 percent of
all teachers and more than 60 percent of all school administra-
tors in Central Virginia.

Nursing – A quarter century of quality: The College’s nursing
program has doubled in size in the last five years to a current
enrollment of 184 students. The critical shortage of nursing
throughout the nation will keep the demand high.

The increased number of students and, consequently, the increased
need for faculty to teach them, has far outgrown the current facilities.

A Brief History
The original Thompson Education Building, constructed in 1984,
was named in honor of education innovator and long-time Lynch-
burg College professor Dr. M. Weldon Thompson, who was dedi-
cated to providing students with the education and experience to
help them teach well.

The Lynchburg College mission places a high priority on the edu-
cation of future teachers and nurses for the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia and beyond. The Thompson Building, the current and primary
classroom facility for the College’s approximately 400 education and
nursing undergraduate students, also accommodates nearly 275 of the
students enrolled in the regionally prestigious graduate education
program, in which emphases are offered in community and school
counseling, educational leadership, special education, curriculum
and instruction, science education, and reading. For nursing stu-
dents, the expansion will help alleviate the overcrowded quarters in
MacMillan Nursing Building.

Architect’s rendering of the expanded Thomson Education Building




